Mr. and Mrs. Ivan A. Merrill

From LaRae Andersen Merrill’s files—Author unknown
Ivan A. Merrill, son of Horatio Merrill and Sarah Smith was born August 30, 1886, at Smithfield, Utah.  He moved with his mother and stepfather, Warner Bingham, to Albion, Idaho, from Arizona where they had lived for several years.  This was in 1904.   His own father and a sister having been killed by Indians in Arizona.  
Ivan worked at different jobs there.  One of them was at Parks Livery Stable.  He said that many a time different men had stayed at the Saloons too long and were so drunk that he would have to hook up their horses, place them upon the seat of their vehicle, give them the lines and start them for home.  

He married Carrie Gray, June 30, 1909, at Albion, Idaho by Thomas E. Harper.  
He bought a homestead relinquishment and moved a two-room house on it and there made his home.  He traded the north twenty acres of land to Harper for some horses to farm the balance which was sixty acres.  
He had a lot of trouble and sorrow, losing his wife in childbirth in July 1929 and also six of his nine children, while living here.  Those still living are Orval, Donald and Calvin.  

He did a lot for the community; he helped to make the canals and laterals and clear sage brush.  He worked on the roads as much and probably more than any one else of View.  For years he worked his four head of horses with fresno (an earth moving device-- JCD), in Grading and graveling these roads. 

In times of trouble or sorrow or death of any kind of any of his neighbors or friends Ivan was one of the first there to assist in any way he could.  It was not just an offer of sympathy.  He had had so much of this kind of trouble in his life, and he knew how it felt to have some one step in and help, that whenever he could see that help was needed he was ready and did what he could.  In Ward celebrations, contributing for Church buildings (the first school and church that was built in View was built on the corner of his farm) or anything of an upbuilding nature he was an ardent supporter.  He also was just as quick to resist things that were wrong.
He had a serious sick spell in 1943 with spotted fever.  After recovering from this, he tried to farm his place for two years, but this sickness had so weakened him that upon the advice of his doctor he had to rent his farm.  The Draney brothers, Floyd and Sherman, ran it one year, and his son Donald has rented it since.  

On December 24, 1932, he married Martha M. McBride who has helped to raise his family.

In 1949 he bought the McBride home in the townsite and moved into it after remodeling.  His son, Donald, moved into his farm home and has run the farm since.

In July 1947 his mother Sarah Bingham came to live with Ivan and Martha.  She has been a wonderful woman.  When she and her second husband, Warner Bingham, came to the project in 1905 they homesteaded the farm just across the road from where Lawrence E. Harris now lives in Unity.  They built a one-room log house with a lean-to on the south.  The old road from Albion to burley went through their farm.  It was here the first Sunday School was held in what later became the Unity Ward.  After nine years, they sold the farm and moved to Declo.  In 1918 Mr. Bingham died.  Mrs. Bingham took up nursing and helped those in need in Unity, Declo and View and her own son’s and daughter’s families.  In 1919 when Ivan’s wife Carrie Gray, died, Mrs. Bingham came and lived with him nearly three years or until he remarried.  

So in July 1947 she gave up active housekeeping and came to live with Ivan and Martha.  She tried to take care of her own self but as the years went on she became more of a burden until on October 28, 1952 she died in their home at the age of 94.  Martha was a wonderful nurse to her, giving her the very best of care.  Others came to the home to help assist in taking care of Mrs. Bingham.  While she was with Ivan and Martha they celebrated her 90th birthday at their home.

While visiting with relatives in California in February 1953, Ivan had a serious heart attack.  He partly recovered but on June 29, 1953, he died in the Cottage hospital in Burley, Idaho. 

Ivan served several terms as trustee on the school board, as director of the View Water Development Company and was counselor in the U.M.M.I.A and was a Ward Teacher.  

The memory of Ivan A. Merrill will live in the View community as long as those who knew him remain here.  

