Ella Mae Harper

1899 – 1981
Glen Mack Fishburn

1900 - 1961

Editors Note: Reading this beautiful history is deeply touching. It gives real insight into grandmother Rachel's family and their relationship with grandmother Hannah Jane Jones. 

We hope Ella Mae approves of this book which she was not able to read in this life. She passed away on May 29,1981, in Ogden, Utah, and is buried in Ogden.

In Ella’s Own Words

I am Ella Mae Harper (Fig. 20-1A&B), and was born July 1, 1899 at Harper, Box Elder County Utah at home by midwife Sister Korth. I had five sisters and one brother, Mary Adleia, Jane Hannah, Annie Rachel, James S. and Sarah Abbie Harper.
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My mother was Rachel L. Harper and my Dad was Thomas Harper. My Dad died when I was three months old. He had two wives, Hannah and Rachel. He sure could pick good ladies. Mother had to go to work to make money to bring home. Hannah tended us. She was so good to me that I never knew who my own mom was.

We all had to go to work in the fields just like the boys and also milk cows. We all had to make homemade bread. Our home was a happy one; no money, but lots of love Mom read to us at night. We all had to learn the Articles of Faith and the Ten Commandments. Most of all, prayer has been important all my life. We all went to church and we all paid tithing. 

I was a Sunday School and Primary Teacher.

When I was 19 years old, I married Glen Mack Fishburn of Brigham City on July 1, 1920-1AL), first by Bishop Blackburn, and later in the Logan Temple by President S with three children, two boys and one girl. We lost Glen Harper, the oldest, in a car crash. I now have one son. Dr. John Miller Fishburn, and a Ser June Fishburn Squires. They both have five children. My daughter, June has one child going on a mission.
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Figure 20-1A. Glen Mack Fishburn, his son Glen Harper Fishburn, and his wife, Ella Mae Harper. Photo taken in 1920.
When my first husband died, I married again to Jack Archie Moore.
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Figure 20-1B. Jack Archie Moore and Ella Mae H. Fishburn after the children were grown. 
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