Sarah Abbie Harper

1897 – 1978

Delbert Samuel Holmes

1896 - 1960
Sarah Abbie Harper was born August 12, 1879, in Calls Fort Box Elder County, Utah, the fifth child of Thomas Harper and his second wife, (in Polygamy) Rachel Stapleton Lewis. Her father died when she was about two years old and she has always stressed what a blessing plural marriage was to her mother and her family. When her father died, her mother and their six children moved into the-big rock house, where her father housed his first family, and lived with the first wire, Hannah Jones, whom the children called Grandma

Grandma Sarah must not have had a lot of formal education, because although she could read and write, she was always worried about her spelling. She hated to write letters, because she didn't want others to know she couldn't spell very well.
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Figure 18-1A. Delbert Harper Holmes, son of Sarah Abbie Harper and Delbert Samuel Holmes.

This was the reason she would not write her personal history, when I asked her to a couple of years before she died.

Sarah Abbie Harper married Delbert Samuel Holmes February 9, 1916, in Farmington, Davis County, Utah. She and Grandpa always told us they had met when Grandpa had fallen out of an airplane and landed on the handlebars of Grandma's bicycle. In actuality. Grandpa worked on the farm owned by Thomas Harper to help pay for his education and met Grandma Sarah there.

Their first child, Rula, was born in Bear River September 24, 1916. Their second child, Sheldon Harper, was born in Harper Ward (which was named after her father, Thomas Harper, who was the first bishop of the L.D.S. church there) on December 19, 1918. The third child, Alice May, was born in Harper Ward on May 7 1920 My father, Delbert Harper, was born May 17, 1923, in Brigham City The fifth child, Clinton Harper, was born April 28,1925, and John Lewis, the sixth child was born June 13,1928, both in Brigham City, Box Elder County, Utah.

From what my mother remembers, most of the children were born at home, but this is not documented so far, just a remembrance. Gary Nielsen remembers that Grandma had quite a difficult time bearing her children, and it was a surprise she was as healthy as she was after bearing six children.

When my father was about twelve years old, he and Grandma Sarah contracted Scarlet Fever and had to be quarantined in the front two  rooms  of  the house away
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Figure 18-1B. Above, Sheldon Harper Holmes (far right) being sustained as second counselor to President Merrill A. Nelson (front, center) in Kearns Stake Presidency (January 1958). Others are Grant H. Linford, 1st Counselor and Croft L. Smith, clerk.

from the rest of the family. At this time. Grandma Rachel came to take care of them. Not only was she an excellent nurse, but she did her best to entertain the troops. One time in particular when she was doing a little song and dance, she kicked her foot up in the air and watched her shoe fly off directly through the glass on the hutch in the dining room. All she was able to say was "Oh Sarah, oh Sarah!," at which time all of them broke out laughing.

Sarah was a thrifty, make-do kind of person. She was able to make ends meet plus during the hardest of time. She loved horseradish, but every time she bought some and Grandpa found out, he would throw it as far as he could out the back door. She took care of her daughter, Rula, and her two children, after Rula's divorce and while she was working to support herself and children. It seems that Grandma was always around when my parents needed her also, during the births of both myself and my brother and also during periods of illness of my father and mother. Grandma was like a second mother to many of her grandchildren and spent a lot of time with them.

After a huge family reunion and birthday party celebrating her eightieth birthday in August 1977, she learned she had cancer. At the birthday party she told Gary Nielsen that "This was the best wake she could ever hope for." By November, the cancer had grown and the doctors were afraid to operate because of her other physical problems, especially the pacemaker. My father and his sister, Alice, stayed for months with Grandma before she passed away February 20, 1978 in Ogden, Weber County, Utah.

Before her death, she talked to many of her grandchildren and told me in a private conversation, in November 1977, that she was not afraid to die because she had led a full life and had accomplished all the things she wanted to do.

Delbert Samuel Holmes

November 11,1896-April 22,1960

Delbert Samuel Holmes was born November 11, 1896, in Salt Lake City, Utah. He was the 3rd son of John Holmes of Middlesex, England, and Hannah Rebecca Whitecar of Camden, New Jersey. He spent his childhood growing up in Salt Lake City. He received his education there in the City schools and the L.D.S. College.

During summer vacation, he traveled in Northern Utah where he worked on farms, and it was here that he met, courted and married his sweetheart, Sarah Harper. They lived there in Harper Ward which is named after Sarah's father, Thomas Harper, who was the fist Bishop. They were married in Farmington, Utah, February 9,1916 and sealed in the Salt Lake Temple February 27, 1918. It was in Harper Ward that their first three children were born.

Del farmed in the area during this time and served as Scoutmaster for the young men in the Harper Ward. Del and Sarah and family moved to Brigham City where they bought a home and that was here in this Ward, of course, and they lived permanently here until they moved to California. It was here that their last three children were born.

Del had several occupations while living in Brigham City, one of which was carpenter. He drove a bus to Weber College for a good long time, was a trucker, an owner and operator of a chicken ranch, and every type and phase of farming. His Church activities in Brigham City Sixth Ward included Scoutmaster, Sunday School Superintendent, and Ward Teacher. 

With the coming of World War II, Del turned to Civil Service and served as Guard at the Hill Air Force Base. Upon completion of Bushnell Hospital at Brigham City, Del transferred to this Governmental operation. He eventually changed over to the carpenter shop in the Maintenance Department. For several years, while living in Brigham City, Del was active with the young men and had profound influence upon their lives. He coached the American Legion Junior Baseball Team for fourteen years. He always taught these young men the true and everlasting effects of good sportsmanship. With the end of the War, Bushnell Hospital was closed and Del transferred to Birmingham Veterans Hospital in Van Nuys, California. Birmingham was closed in 1950 and Del, in turn, moved to Long Beach where he continued in Civil Service at the Veterans Hospital as a cabinet maker in the Carpenter Shop of the Maintenance Department. While in Long Beach, Del was active in the East Long Beach Fifth Ward Elders Quorum and as a Ward Teacher.

Del always loved his music. He sang in a quartet with Brother Lucious Johnson and brothers Chris and Henry Hoist.

He loved his grandchildren and in all of their homes will be found games, toys and other items he had made for them. Friends and relatives have mentioned how he had sent things home to their children for Christmas and for special occasions. Delbert died April 22,1960, in Long Beach, California. He is buried in Brigham City, Utah.
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