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————0————
WHY A LEWIS FAMILY NEWS-LETTER

Because of the interest being shown by an increasing number of persons of Lewis decent in the family history of that branch of the Lewis Family of which they are members, namely, the Daniel Lewis Branch of Greene County, Ohio,- the Joel. Lewis Branch of Randolph County, Indiana, and the James Stapleton Lewis Branch of Cassia County, Idaho, (together with other branches not specified herein), the editor has conceived of a plan by which genealogical information through research effort may be supplied to families composing these branches. The plan is to issue monthly a news-letter called the Lewis Family News-Letter to serve a three-fold purpose:

1. To furnish accurate and authentic Information Concerning the origin of the Lewis stock from which the various branches of the family tree have sprung; to trace the migrations of the related families of a Branch from old roof-trees to new settlements, particularly those of distinctly pioneer character, and to give biographical sketches of those individuals of the Branch group who became prominent in their place and time or who made distinctive contributions to the welfare of society' and the advancement of civilization and the nation's life.

2. To acquaint, through the correspondence files of the News-Letter, both families and individuals, with each other, and thereby bring about an era of friendliness and fellowship between families and individuals of the respective Branches.

3. To foster among those of a common ancestry an appreciation of the heritage of loyally, love of freedom, justice and equality, patriotism, sacrifice, —all that is highest and trust in the hearts of men, bequeathed to them by their worthy sires, many of whom were in the very van- guard of the pioneer movements of their day. Trusting that this three- fold purpose may be achieved to the satisfaction and happiness, the Lewis Family News-Letter thus Introduces itself to the Lewis Families indicated in its Initial issue.

————0————
HOW THE PLAN IS TO BE WORKED

First, the editor is asking that a representative member of each Branch (with whom he is in correspondence- shall secure a ""Key" man or woman whose duty and responsibility it will be to distribute or cause to be distributed a sufficient number of copies of the Lewis Family News- letter each month to supply the principal families of the Branch of which he or she &s the key. The manner of distribution will be left to the discretion of the "Key" person. "Keys" will be announced next month.

Second, the Editor is also asking the representative member of the Branch to secure a typist for the Branch who shall print and place in the hands of the "Key" person the number of copies required for distribution. Two typists have already been named and a third will be announced in the October number.

The editors will collaborate in supplying the copy for the typists. The plan is simple, adequate and workable, it only requires the hearty co-operation of the "Key" persons and typists in printing and distributing the News-Letter and enthusiastic welcome and support of the Lewis family and descendents of the branches.

LOCAL CORRESPONDENTS

Local correspondents are to be appointed soon for each Branch whose duty' it will be to serve as Branch Historian and Family Correspondents. These local Historians and Correspondents will supply the Editors with Items family history, interest and Branch Genealogical news. However, the columns of the News-Letter will be open for contributions from any Lewis descendent in keeping with the declared purposes and aims of the News- Letter. Make The Lewis Family News-Letter a great family instrument for genealogical information and historical record. It is for use- USE IT.

QUESTION BOX FEATURE

The Lewis Family News-Letter will conduct a question bureau. Any Lewis

descendent is cordially invited and kindly urges to send in any question, seeking information on his family history. Questions will be answered in order of reception and. to the best ability of the editors.

————0————
WHO’S WHO IN THIS ISSUE

The editor and general historian, Arthur K. Love is a minister of the Methodist Episcopal Church and resided at Hagertown, Wayne County, Indiana. He is a Lewis descendent on his mother's side. Ella Lewis Love, was the daughter of Andrew K. Lewis, a stationary engineer, formerly of Winchester, Randolph County, Indiana. He was a Civil War veteran. He was one of thirteen children born to Joel Lewis and Mercy Fallis Lewis, of Randolph County, Indiana* Both Andrew K. and Ella Lewis Love are deceased. The editor, therefore, is of the Joel Lewis branch of Randolph County, Indiana. His family consists of himself, wife, Blanche Coffaan Love, formerly a public school teacher, and Rosalynn Elizabeth, ten years of age.

The associate editor and Historian, Gertrude L. Burnham, is the wife of Royal E. Burnham, Attorney-at-Law, and resides in Washington, D.C. She was a daughter of Joseph Morrill Moore and Nancy Lucinda Blessing. Her mother was the daughter of Isaac and Rebecca Lewis Blessing, and Rebecca was the daughter of Daniel Lewis and Nancy Vance, of Greene County, Ohio. Daniel Lewis was a prominent citizen of Xenia, Ohio and served as County Commissioner, County Sheriff, County Treasurer and Postmaster at Xenia. He gained the military title of Mayor
 in the State Militia, rising from the rank of captain to that of Brigadier General. Mrs. Burnham is, therefore, a member of the Greene County Lewis Branch.

Wilma Lewis of Hartford, Connecticut, typist, is the daughter of Edward Joel Lewis, of Winchester, Indiana, Her father served many years in the United States Army and in the Maine Corps; a veteran of two wars, the Spanish American and the World War, and was the son of Andrew K. Lewis, of Winchester, Indiana. His ancestry is the same as that of the editor as noted above, Mrs. Lewis and her son Gainor are members, therefore, of the Joel Lewis Branch of Randolph County; She has been serving as assistant to the librarian at Trinity University, Hartford, and also is connected with the Rehabilitation Office of the State of Connecticut under the supervision of the Connecticut Prison Association.

Rachel Lewis, Typist, is the daughter of Hyrum and Harriet Lewis of Declo, Idaho. Her father is a prominent farmer and also a member of the House of Representatives of the Idaho Legislature. He, in turn, was the son of James Stapleton Lewis, a pioneer settler, in the State of Utah, and later of Cassia County, Idaho, a man of keen intellect, integrity and resourcefulness. He was a brother of Joel Lewis of Randolph County, Indiana, and the progenitor of the James Stapleton Lewis branch of Lewises. The mother of James Stapleton Lewis and Joel Lewis was Rachel Stapleton, a sister of Hannah Stapleton, both of North Carolina, who married Daniel Lewis, Jr. of Rowan County, North Carolina, said Daniel was the father of Major Daniel, of Xenia, Ohio, and was the progenitor of the Greene County, Ohio, branch of the Lewises.

Each News-Letter will contain introductions to Lewis descendents who are' living today with a brief note explaining their lineage as ascertained.

When writing the News-Letter please send a short sketch of your life and family connection and history.

————0————

INTERESTING- LEWIS FAMILY HEIRLOOMS
If any Lewis descendent has an interesting Lewis Family Heirloom, please send in a brief description of the heirloom and from what ancestor it has been handed down. Also if there is in your possession a legal or public document that is of old date please send copy of same and indicate relationship to the original owner. Old letters written by members of Lewis families are very desirable for publication. Please send either complete copies or extracts. We have on file several descriptions of heirlooms and old letters which will appear in subsequent issues. Next month the News-Letter will print a description of the Daniel Lewis Family Bible, now in the possession of Frank Lewis of Xenia, Ohio.

————0————


A LONG, LONG TRAIL

The Lewis Family Trail to which the News-Letter is devoted is a long trail. In America alone it covers a period of over two hundred years and winds (according to tradition) from the James River in Virginia to the waters of the Schuylkill in Pennsylvania (as an authentic fact) to the forks of the Yadkin in North Carolina, across the Eastern Mountains by way of the Wilderness Road to the waters fit the Dix in Kentucky, 

then across the beautiful Ohio and up the Little Miami in Ohio, thence to the waters of the Wabash in Indiana, then westward beyond the Father of Waters and up the Missouri to the Lewis in Idaho. A long, long trail of travail and toil, of glory and romance, of victory and achievement, of noble effort and sacrifice, and the end is not yet. The Trail still calls to you and me to live adventurously, nobly, sacrificially—shall we march on.

Fraternally yours

The Editors.

� 	There were only a few of these Newsletters produced. This is the first of the series which lasted until the final issue in March, 1936, seven issues in all. Considering the difficulties of mailing information, editing it, mailing it to typists, and then mailing the newsletter, a monthly schedule probably was found too difficult to maintain. Without the capability to reproduce typed copy, it was necessary to re-type each letter or use carbon copies. Staff alone would require eleven copies, but how many were produced each month is not known. Nevertheless, production difficulties aside, the information gathered is of great importance to genealogical researchers of the James Stapleton Lewis ancestry. –Lee Lewis, October 21, 2003.


� 	Possibly should be Major rather than Mayor.





