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EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT

A Full Roster

with the adding of the names of Clara K. Wright and Daniel Lewis of Xenia, Ohio, members of the Daniel Lewis Branch of Greene County, the poster of the Staff Personnel is now complete. The Lewis Family-News- Letter congratulates all the members of the branches upon the fine group of men and women who are collaborating in a splendid way in the publishing and distributing of the News-Letter and who are representing in an able manner the genealogical interests of their respective groups. These officers merit the support and co-operation of their fellow kinsman. Such loyalty, the News-Letter believes, will be forthcoming.

Change of Address
The editor has moved again. Not because of failure to pay house rent while living in Saint Augustine, but because northern Florida got too chilly preceding the holidays. He is now located in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, where he spent the past two winters and where it is warmer. His street address is 505 ½ S. W. First Avenue. He expects to remain here until May.

Apropos of the Branch Founders

Commemorative of the three pioneers who founded the branches which respectively bear their names (sketches of whose lives are jointly appearing in the current issue of the News-Letter) the following poem by Marjorie Morrill is quoted:

OH, PIONEER
With flash of axe and sound of saw,

In winter blast and summer smoke,

The Pioneer wrote the wilderness law

And set it down with a mighty stroke;

And the rule of the law was straight and clean

For the high, the low and the in-between.

Though the blood of the Indian sobbed and cried,

He conquered the land with road end ditch;

Children were born and people died,

None too poor and none too rich;

That none be evil and none a fool,

He gave each town a church, a school.

In the dark of the night the gray wolf lurked,

Though his voice in the woods was hushed - stilled,

While women served and all men worked

The gray wolf lurked and never was killed,

But whelped a thing called Greed in a den

Hidden deep in the hearts of men.

Oh Pioneer, take up your pen

And write severe and straight and clean

An honest law for civilized men,

Pop the high, the low and the in-between,

Give to each child his full mind’s learning
Let each go in at his own home door;

Give to each man his red blood’s earning,

None too rich and none too poor.

But first, and this is the hardest part,

If you love your land, and if you hold it dear,

Destroy the beast that lives in your heart

In the name of the God of the Pioneer.

GENEALOGICAL DEPARTMENT

JOEL LEWIS JUNIOR

(Below appears the final installment in the life story of Joel Lewis Junior, Founder of the Randolph County Branch of Lewis Families)

The Leaf Withereth, The Flower Fadeth

As one enters the hall of the Lewis homestead through the wide doorway from the front portico he faces the long stair with its walnut balustrade. To his left is a door opening into the living room. To his right is the door opening into the downstairs bedroom. in this room February 14, 1872, Joel Lewis, Junior, died. He was in his 66th year. Three days later his body was consigned to its last resting place near the stream he had loved, the beautiful Mississinewa, in the quiet country- side graveyard of Ritenour. His faithful spouse tarried a little longer, but one day some twenty-six months later when the trees were sending forth tender shoots and wood and meadow were greening with the showers and sunshine of early spring and the violets, flowers of true love, were beginning to bloom along the banks of the river. Mercy was laid at Joel's side in that last long sleep that awaits the glad morning of the resurrection with its promised reunion. She passed to her righteous reward April 14, 1874, having run well the race of the pioneer wife and mother. She was sixty-eight years old,

Lewis Row
In the Ritenour Cemetery there is a peculiar arrangement of graves known as Lewis Row. This consists of a tombstone bearing the names of Joel Lewis and Mercy Lewis standing at the head of the line, and, extending in a single row, eight markers bearing in order the following names:

Nancy, (January 16, 1866, age 14), 

Anthony R. (June 30, 1863, Age 26),

Charlotte,(May 9, 1863, age 15), 

Charles,(September 30, 1860, Age 19)

Sarah L. wife of James Lucas, (November 29, 1858, Age 29),

Rebecca, (April 16, 1858, age 14), 

Martha A. (March 20, 1851, Age 15), 

John W. Jack,(February 15, 1864, Age 31),

The seven markers in succession indicate the graves of the children of Joel Lewis and Mercy (See the December issue of the Lewis Family News-Letter) and the eighth marker indicates the grave of the husband of Mary Elizabeth, who was also the daughter of Joel end Mercy, and the mother of Rose Heston, of near Ridgeville, Randolph County, Indiana. On the gravestone of Joel and Mercy are two epitaphs. The lines which follow are dedicated in his Memory:

Sweet Cordydom's notes are all o'er,

How lonely he sleeps in the day.

His cheeks bloom with roses no more,

Since death called his spirit away.

In memory of Mercy the following lines are dedicated:

We shall meet her in the Eden above,

In that beautiful land of the blessed

All our trials and pains will be o'er,

When we enter that mansion of rest.

Last Will And Testament

“In the name of the Benevolent Father of all, I Joel Lewis, of Randolph County, in the State of Indiana, do make and publish this my last will and testament.

Item 1st, I give and devise to my beloved wife Mercy Lewis all of say household and kitchen furniture that she may desire to keep. I Further give and devise to my beloved wife Three-Thousand dollars in money.

Item 2. I give and devise to my granddaughter Mercy June Lucas (daughter of Sarah Lucas, deceased) Five hundred dollars to be paid in money.

Item 3. It is my will and I hereby direct that all of my property both real and personal be sold and converted into money and after paying several amounts herein bequeathed to my beloved wife and granddaughter, Mercy June Lucas, be divided equally among my six children, William Lewis, Rachel Clark, James Lewis, Mary Brown and Andrew K. Lewis and Isaac Lewis.

Item 4. I hereby nominate and appoint my friend Christian Nickey Executor of this my last will and testament, hereby authorizing and empowering him to compromise, adjust, release and discharge in such manner as he may deem proper, the debt and claim due me.

Item 5th, This is my will that my Executor first deliver to my beloved wife such parts and parcels of my household and kitchen furniture as she may wish to keep which is not to be sold and it is further my will that my Executor shall pay the first money that may come into his hands as Executor of this will and after paying my funeral expenses and my just debts, the money herein bequeathed to my beloved wife. I do hereby revoke all Former wills made by me at any time, seal this 7th day of January A.D. 1872"

Joel Lewis  (Seal)

"Signed and acknowledged by said Joel Lewis as his last will and Testament in our presence, and signed by us in his presence and at his request."

Christian Nickey

Moorman Way

Attestation
Before me H. T. Semans, Clerk of the Randolph County Court, State of Indiana, appeared Christian Nickey on the 2nd day of March 1872, and made oath that Joel Lewis at the time of "the signing and subscribing of the said instrument in writing" was "of age and of sound and disposing mind and memory."

Sale of Estate

The Joel Lewis estate consisting of the South West Quarter of Section 89, Township 21, North of Range 14, East, Randolph County, was sold January 16, 1876 by Nathan Reed Administrator, for the sum of Six Thousand Eight hundred dollars, and distribution made to the heirs under provision made in the last will and testament of the deceased.

Appreciation
Joel Lewis was a man possessing those sterling qualities of character which we have come to associate with the life of the pioneer settler at its best. He was a man of resolute will, and yet with that blend of gentleness that marked nature’s true gentlemen. His was the strength and wisdom that is the heritage of those who live close to the soil and who hold intimate communion with God's out of doors. Hard working, conscientious, honest, contemplative, he ruled his spirit well, and his household with order. He was temperate in his habits. As a neighbor he was obliging and stood high in the esteem of his fellow men. As a citizen he was law abiding. He made no parade of his religious convictions but the ethics and moralities of his every day life were as an open book wherein family and friends found no just cause for criticism or complaint. And Mercy, his wife, was a helpmeet, in reality. Patient and loving, thoughtful and kind, she matched her labor with his own, her skill with his dexterity, her fortitude with his courage, her sacrifices were as great,, perhaps greater than his own. Hand in hand, heart with heart, they traveled together the pioneer road, shared in common dangers, common disappointments, and common pleasures. Joy and sorrow were alike their portion. Together they "Builded better than they knew" in the exacting yet glorious work of civilizing the frontier. Photographs taken of them, in later years show a great deal more than the "Sunday best" clothes of the period. Unmistakably they reveal the man and woman within. Sobriety, simplicity, benignity and a kind of majesty is there.

Thus Endeth the Story of Joel Lewis, Junior.

JAMES STAPLETON LEWIS

Lewis Branch of Lewis Families, Cassia

County, Idaho (Second Installment)
Introductory Note

In continuing the life story of James Stapleton Lewis it will be necessary to insert from time to time brief references to a religious movement so distinct a character that it stands in many respects unique among the numerous religious movements in the life of the American people. The religious movement of which we speak is popularly known as Mormonism, but the Mormon people or church as a corporate organization designate their organization as the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints. While it is the policy of the Lewis Family News-Letter not to stress the faith of any descendant, family or branch as a whole, above another, subscribing as it does to the principle of religious liberty, and believing with the apostle Paul that "every man be fully persuaded in his own mind with regard to his religious convictions,” yet in the particular case of James Stapleton Lewis some exception must be made because the life of this founder was so closely associated with that particular religious movement of which we are speaking. It is a self- evident truth that the story of the life of James Stapleton Lewis can not be told in any complete way or interpreted in any representative fashion apart from the religious movement with which he was identified, especially during the period of time occurring between his nineteenth and forty-second year in which the story relates of those recurring migrations which made life so eventual for him and so remarkable for the telling.

To the members of the families of the James Stapleton Lewis branch the editor wishes to add that the sources from which he obtained his data concerning the Mormon movement are standard and reputable encyclopedias and American histories accredited with the spirit, of just regard for truth, the absence of prejudicial viewpoint., and the sportsmanship ideal of fair play. If any errors in data have unwittingly been made in reporting the Mormon movement or in any instance given a lack of correct interpretation has been made from failure to properly understand its genius of organization, the descendants of James Stapleton Lewis, the editor feels, will pardon these inadvertences with that charity of spirit which recognizes that no man is infallible in his mental processes, however sincere his motives may be in reporting correctly historical movements and especially religious phenomena.

Off for Missouri!

In the year 1832, James Stapleton Lewis, now a youth of eighteen years, slender and sinewy, energetic and industrious, gentle of heart but resolute, fared forth from his father's threshold in Cass County, Indiana, in pursuit of that which should be for him life’s great adventure. and romance. It was full time he felt for a young man close to his majority to bestir himself to begin that difficult ascent which all men must climb, and from whose summit his own father, now past the meridian of life and with graying hair, was already starting down. the descending slope which leads to the quiet valley of cessation from toil an endeavor and at the last the unbroken rest of the grave. Taking the copy of the sacred book which his mother pressed into his hand and which he faithfully preserved to his dying day, he bade farewell to his father and mother, his sister Rachel Fallis and her family, and turning his face toward the west, afoot and alone he began his journey over the long trail that made its way across the beautiful Wabash, through the tall grass of the Illinois prairies, by boat over the broad Mississippi, along the twisting course of the ruddy Missouri, until he arrived at last in Jackson County, in the new country of Missouri. A group of Mormon believers had established themselves in Clay County only a year previous to his coming. Joseph Smith the founder of the Mormon Church who had organized the church at Fayette, New York, April 6, 1830, and who had established a temporary gathering at Kirtland, Ohio, (Where the first temple was reared - an imposing structure as judged by the standards of the time - and dedicated in 1836) himself, had arrived in Jackson County, Missouri, in June 1831, and near what is now Independence, laid, in August, the cornerstone of Zion and of a temple. When Smith the year previously in New York organized, the church only six persons took part in the formal organization of the body corporate, such being the minimum requisite under the laws of the State. From the seemingly insignificant beginning of a handful of adherents the membership of the church has grown with surprising rapidity until today it numbers over half a million souls, so full of vitality has been its life and, so abasing its missionary zeal and activity. James settled himself among his brethren and began the life of a Mormon farmer.

Romance
While on the trek from Indiana to Missouri James coming into camp one evening met a stranger who had arrived during the day from over the trail. His name was Rauson. He asked James if he would go with him and help him with his team. The young man replied eagerly that he would be very glad to do so, thus earning a little along the way. His new employer then introduced him to Mrs. Rauson and to James' great surprise, also to a prepossessing young woman of twenty-two years of age. Her name was Anna Jones. She had been born while her father and mother were in Kentucky, on November 5, 1810, and was the senior of James by four years. Her father, who was a minister in the Baptist Church, was John Jones. Her mother's name before her marriage was Sarah Sumpter. After Anna's Birth, the family settled In Randolph County, Indiana.

The little group moved on together, James and Anna, thus unconventionally, were thrown much into each other's society. In their companionship mutual admiration ripened into mutual affection. The days went happily by, at night by the campfire or out under the stars they sat apart and spoke the language which all lover's know. May 1833, was now come in Jackson County, Missouri, with pleasantly warm days and delightfully mild nights. All nature was lovely with fresh green garments and the bluebird was caroling sweetly to his mate when on the tenth day James and. Anna were married by W. W. Phelps.

Conversion
The News-Letter at the present time is in the dark as to the time of James Stapleton Lewis' acceptance of the tenets of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints; also as to the means by which this was brought about. However the means, or whether it occurred before his departure for Missouri or en route, it is certain at the time of his settlement in Clay County, Missouri, he was firmly attached to the new faith. Anna, his wife is in the same case. Anna also had a sister, Elizabeth by name, who was born in 1794 In Virginia, and who was married to a man by name of Jackson. She died in July 1835, in Clay County, Missouri, and was buried on Shoal Creed, west of Liberty (present County seat). Elizabeth, too, was a member of the Mormon church.

Military orders

"Persecution" says the encyclopedia Americana, “was waged against the church from its beginning. Both in Ohio and in Missouri the people met with violent opposition. In 1833 they were driven from Jackson County, under cover of a charge that they were abolitionists.” "This, rather than any fault finding with their religious teaching," says the encyclopedia Britannica, "may have been the first source of opposition to them." James had cleared and fenced with rails, it being a timber country, five acres of land. He had raised a crop of corn and vegetables and gathered it home a half mile distant where, he says in his diary, "I had built a good log house 16 by 13 feet, in the square.” Then like a thunderbolt out of the blue came the tragical event of being driven, out of his home by the edict of the officials of the country. "Military orders," he continues in his diary, "allowed me three days to go in which I should not be molested. Having no team I got a shall trunk, three quilts in another man's one horse wagon, already crowded with a large family. My wife and I thought of no convenience only to walk out of Jackson County, Missouri, and then where we knew not. As a citizen of the United States, my father (Joel Lewis, Senior) served his country under General Anthony Wayne (in Wayne's campaign against the Indians of the Shawnee Confederacy). I had complied with the Laws of Missouri, had worked out my road tax, and in every way been a good citizen, was accused of no crime. . . . . now deprived of every right of an American citizen - loss of ay labor, crop and right to the land, $1000." James, as did many other Mormons, sought refuge in Clay County, of which Liberty was the county seat. Here he remained until 1837 where he engaged principally in the occupation of faming. “In 1837 I settled, on Crooked River, Ray county, Missouri, in what was known as the Dutch settlement of Mormons," he records in his diary.

Births
The first child born to James Stapleton and Anna Jones Lewis was a boy while they were living in Clay County, Missouri.. He was named in honor both of Joel, senior, father of James and Joel, junior, brother of James as to his first name and Jones in honor of his grandfather on his mother's side for his second or middle name, Joel Jones Lewis was born February 27, 1834.

The second child christened John Alma Lewis was born in Clay County, Missouri, August 22, 1836.

For several years the Latter-Day Saints in Missouri were left in possession of their homes and farms. James had moved again during this period, in the year 1838 locating in Cass County, south of Jackson County. Here a third son was born February 6, 1838, and named James Ammon, the first name in honor to his father. His life was but a brief one, death occurring in Cass County, April 26, 1840. The little body was laid tenderly away in its house of earth and tears watered the flowers upon the tiny mound like rain. The first vacant chair in the home had come and the hearts of James and Anna were drawn more closely together by their mutual sorrow.

(The story of James Stapleton Lewis will be continued in the February issue of the Lewis Family News-Letter. Also the first Installment of the life of Joel Lewis, senior, will appear in that number.)

DANIEL LEWIS, the Founder

The Story of the Founder of the Daniel Lewis Branch of Lewis Families of Greene County, Ohio
Introductory Note

In presenting the readers of the Lewis Family News-Letter the story of the life of Daniel Lewis, the founder of the Greene County branch of Lewis families, the editor wishes to state that the sources of information which are usually termed private are so meager that it has been necessary to construct the story largely from public records which are extant, both In Rowan County, North Carolina, and in Greene County, Ohio, and in the Government offices in Washington. Fortunately these are of sufficient number to give a working outline, and at the same time, establish the authenticity of the narrative. Further Investigation may provide additional information both of interest and of importance.

Nativity
The date of the birth of Daniel Lewis, founder is given in the Daniel Lewis Family Bible now in the possession of Frank Lewis of Xenia, Ohio, (see October issue of the News-Letter) as October 13, 1767. While the record does not state the place of his nativity, Robinson, in his history of Greene County, Ohio, indicates that he came from North Carolina to Greene County, in 1803, or, in his thirty-seventh year. James Stapleton Lewis calls him kinsman to his father, Joel Lewis, senior. Joel, senior, was born in Rowan County North Carolina, and from this circumstance we would infer that Daniel, too, was born in Rowan County, in as much as he was "from North Carolina." The point is definitely determined, however, by a check of the first Federal census (1790), and the Second federal census (1800). In both enumerations there are only two heads of families living in Rowan County, North Carolina, listed as Daniel Lewis. One of these Daniels is designated by the title of senior and the other as junior, indicating father and son by the same name. Information contained in these census reports indicates that the title of junior belonged to the founder. The title of senior, belongs therefore to the founder's father, Daniel.

There are other public records which substantiate the statement that the founder Daniel was born in Rowan County, North Carolina, in the Minutes of the Rowan County Court under date of January 15, 1768 (only three months after the birth of Daniel in 1767) is an interesting item bearing directly upon the question under discussion. This is an official recognition of the stock mark or identification of the pigs owned by Daniel Lewis, (the elder, of course) in the following; "Daniel Lewis his mark is a crop on the left year a half crop in the under side of the Right Eare (exact copy of wording and spelling). In the absence of fences in those early pioneer days the brush barriers of the settlers were far-far from being effective to turn stock. And another Court minute of the same year as Daniel’s birth (1767) records that Daniel Lewis (this would be the founder's father) served on the jury. Another member of the same jury was squire Boone, brother to Daniel Boone, the famous hunter end frontiersman. The Lewis and Boone families were of the same neighborhood.

The Daniel Lewis Family

The identification of Daniel the founder with Daniel, junior of the census of 1790 and 1800, rend his filial kinship to Daniel, senior, is further authenticated by the will of Daniel senior, written March 19, 1801 (Record of Wills, Book B, Page 141, Rowan County) Daniel the maker names his son Daniel as devisee and executor. The identity of these two Daniels is all the surer when it is remembered that the will was made only a few months after the taking of the second census. The will is not only important because it designates by name the founder of the Greene County Lewis families, but it also gives the names of Daniel’s widow and the names of his other children living at the time the will was drawn. These, respectively, are Hannah, and Sarah (Hendricks) and Hannah (Cunningham). The baptismal names in the will agree with those found in the Lewis Family Chart. This chart which was prepared first by Curtis Lewis, a descendant of James Lewis of Cumru Township, Berks County, Pennsylvania, (said James Lewis was father of Daniel, senior, of Rowan county, North Carolina) is now the property of Nina Lockhart, of Reading, Pennsylvania. It specifically states that James’ son Daniel went to North Carolina, from Berks, Pennsylvania, and that his wife’s name was Hannah Wilcox, and his children’s names were Daniel, (the founder), Sarah, Hannah and James. James is said to have died young. His name does not appear in the will. Thus it is seen that the will and the chart deal with the same persons. In order to keep straight the Daniel Lewis line in the minds of the descendants of the founder of the Greene County Lewis families, the following chart is prepared for ready reference:

Father of the Founder, Daniel Lewis.

· Daniel, senior, (census of 1790 and 1800)

· Daniel, husband of Hannah Wilcox Lewis family chart

· Daniel, maker of the will of 1801

Founder of the Greene County, Ohio Lewis Families

· Daniel Junior, (census of 1790 and 1800)

· Daniel, executor of the will of 1801 

· Daniel, son of Daniel, Lewis family chart 

Daniel, Major, Xenia, Ohio, son of Daniel the Founder, one of thirteen children born to the founder (for complete roll of names and dates of births see October News-Letter).

(The second installment of the story of the life of Daniel Lewis founder of the Greene County, Ohio branch of Lewis families will appear in the February issue of the Lewis family News-Letter)
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