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EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT
Abraham Lincoln, February 12, 1809

"For him her old world moulds aside she threw

And choosing sweet clay from the breast of the unexhausted West

With stuff untainted shaped a hero new."

- James Russell Lowell

George Washington, February 22, 1732

This month Congress, according to custom, will listen on Washington’s Birthday to the rereading of the farewell address, given on September 19, 1796. "Comparatively few citizens," says the Christian Advocate, "will read that great address, and a less number, to their own loss, will read the history of those fateful years when national union slowly was emerging from chaos, and when world history was being made under dark and stormy skies. The period is a priceless textbook for present day leaders, "Washington in that address speaks with the spirit and in the language of a prophet when he says: "Guard against the imposture of pretended patriotism! Religion and morality are indispensable supports of political prosperity. . . . Reason and experience both forbid us to expect that national morality can prevail in exclusion of religious principle!"

GENEALOGICAL DEPARTMENT
The Story of James Stapleton Lewis, Founder

of the Cassia County, Idaho Branch of Lewis Families

(Third Installment)

Crisis!

"In 1838," writes James Stapleton Lewis In his diary, "I rented a large farm in addition to my own, hired help and raised a crop of grain and vegetables worth $1000. (one thousand dollars), paid the rent in making improvements on the farm for that year and two years more. I could have more than doubled my interest the two following years, therefore place my damage at $5000 with 10 per cent interest from date except six dollars that was paid on my crop of 1838," In this terse statement James indicates that some fell misfortune overtook him in 1838. What had happened? The historians tell us. In that year, Lilburn Boggs, the governor of Missouri, issued an exterminatory order against the people known by the , appellation of Mormons. All Latter Day Saints were to be expelled from the State by force. The story back of the Governor’s action is too long and complicated for any detailed narration in these pages. The News-Letter can give no more than a very meager resume of the events leading up to the drastic action of the chief executive of the state.

Far West
Briefly then, we record the events which led up to the crisis which had to do with the expulsion of the Mormons from Missouri, In the surly part of 1838 Joseph Smith, the head of the Mormon Church, went to Caldwell County, (north of Ray county) which had been organized in 183708, to a new settlement called Far West (now Kerr). Thither many of the Saints had taken refuge when forcibly driven out from Independence and Big Blue in November and December 1833, and having been Induced to remove from Clay County after staying there in 1833-36. At Far West occurred an event which intensified the strained relations which existed between the Church and the State. This was the occasion of the preaching of the famous "salt" sermon (from Matthew 5.13) by Sidney Rigdon, a prominent Latter-Day-Saint leader, on the 4th of July, 1838. Smarting under the lash of persecutions levied repeatedly against the Mormons, of both petty and serious nature, and resenting the unfair discriminations under which the Saints suffered from the populace, Rigdon advocated measures of defense if they were further molested. The point had been reached where any hostile diversion would precipitate an armed conflict. It soon came, in a clash between the militia which the governor had ordered out and a band of Mormons under Captain Patten the troupe of the governor were put to route but the Mormon commander was killed. Following this unhappy affair a most deplorable deed was committed. The Mormon settlers at Hawn’s Mill (near Far West) though defenseless were attacked and the inhabitants to a score in number were slain in cold blood. Late in October Far West yielded to an overwhelming force of militia. Smith, Rigdon end others were arrested and committed to prison under the charge of "treason, murder and felony." Then followed the catastrophe of which James Stapleton Lewis writes in his diary as it personally affected him and his family. By the Governors orders and enforced by the military the Mormons to the number of 15,000 in sorry plight turned eastward again, a people without a home, and made their way across the Mississippi into Illinois, where temporary headquarters were established near Commerce, in Hancock County.

At the very Heart

Although James Stapleton Lewis was a peace-loving and law-abiding citizen and in common with many Mormons had no part in the tragic bloody disturbances of those days yet circumstances placed him at the very heart of the zone of trouble. In his diary he records without further elucidation: "In mid-winter (I) was in De Witt, Missouri; from there went to Far West (1838). Then, as memory brings before his eyes again the scenes which he felt he was unjustly called upon to bear, he seizes his pen and indicts: "I, James S. Lewis, plainly charge the State of Missouri for the loss of my liberty in all its bearings in that State and by its authority - One Hundred Thousand Dollars for my share with legal interest from 1833 (see January issue of the News-Letter, and also, above) thinking by the time she has paid she will learn to respect decent people respectfully." Thus indignantly and vigorously he protests against the stern measurements of the government officials which deprived him the second time in the course of five brief years of his home, his possessions and more precious than all, his rights as a free man and a citizen of the United States. But Missouri never paid. Can we do aught but appreciate the indignation he voices in his diary at the unjust treatment accorded him by those in authority?

In Indiana Again

In the Bible which his mother, Rachel Stapleton Lewis, presented to him when ho started out for Missouri In 1832, James records In order the births of his children. The birth of his fourth son, named Francis Merion (probably in honor of the Revolutionary hero of that name), is noted as having occurred in Carroll County, Indiana, March 30, 1841. The question immediately presents itself: when did James go to Carroll County and what led him thither following the expulsion of the Mormons from Missouri? Did he first stop awhile at the new headquarters of the Church near Commerce, Illinois, or, did he push on to his father’s home near Logansport as a place of sure refuge after being driven from Missouri? The Lewis Family News-Letter has no conclusive answer to these questions. But we believe a sad event which touched his life very keenly at this time was responsible for his return to Indiana.

The Death of Joel Lewis, Senior
This was the death of his father which occurred January 20, 1839, closely following the events in Missouri. James would be needed to comfort his mother in her hour of sorrow and to assist her in her temporal needs. Knowing the nature of her son we can confidentially assume that he would hasten home to perform this filial service. Or it is possible that he was home at the time of his father's demise having gone there directly from Missouri. Also sad, but sweet, were the fellowships renewed with his brother, Joel, junior and his sisters.

James probably located In Carroll County, Indiana, after his father's death In 1839 and engaged in his occupation as a farmer. The record of his fourth son’s birth in that county definitely places the family there in 1841.

Another Sorrow
The family remained In Carroll County until 1843, at least, for in his Bible James records the death of Francis Marion, May 27, 1843, another sorrow to be added to the large store of James and Anna, another little grave to mark the trail of toll and sacrifice over which they were journeying day by day.

The Story of Daniel Lewis, Founder of the

Greene County, Ohio Branch of Lewis Families.
(second, installment)
The Founder's Mother

The Lewis Family Chart (see the January News-Letter) states that Daniel Lewis (senior) married Hannah Wilcox. The name Wilcox (or Wilcockson) is of common occurrence in both the public records of Berks County and Eastern Pennsylvania and Rowan County, North Carolina, during the colonial period. According to the chart the children of Daniel and Hanna Wilcox Lewis were Daniel, Sarah, Hannah and James. James is stated to have died young. The will of Daniel Lewis (senior) written in 1801 designates as beneficiaries Hannah, his wife, Daniel, his son, and Hannah (Cunningham), his daughter. Sarah Hendricks is mentioned but not as a beneficiary having already received full share of his estate (Will Book "E," Page 141, Rowan County records). The name of James does not appear in the will, thus bearing out the statement of the chart that he died young. While in the chart Daniel's name is placed first in the order of the children, it is evident from the date of his sister Sarah's marriage to John Hendricks, December 27, 1780 (second marriage, Rowan County Marriages under "H") that he was only a little past thirteen and could not, therefore, have been the first born.

Daniel’s Marriage

Munsell's American Ancestry and Carl A. Lewis' Lewisiana each give the date and name of the bride of this marriage. The first is stated to have taken place "about 1792" and the name of the bride is given as Hannah Stapleton. The American Ancestry and Lewisiana are correct in the matter of the bride's name, but not quite correct as to the time of the marriage. The Lewis Family Bible (see the October News-Letter) gives the date of Daniel's first born as May 15, 1789. Daniel's marriage to Hannah Stapleton, consequently, would have taken place, at least in the year 1788. At that time he would have been nearly twenty-one years old. With regard to the correctness of the name of Daniel's wife we have the testimony of a grandson, Daniel Lewis (William's Daniel, Crawfordsville, Indiana), saying that it was Hannah.

The Stapleton Family

In a letter written to the editor in 1898 James Stapleton Lewis corroborates his kinsman (Daniel Lewis) concerning the name of the founder Daniel's wife, saying, "My mother, Rachel Stapleton Lewis, was the youngest of four sisters that were left orphans at an early age. Her sister, Hannah, married father's great (?) uncle Daniel Lewis (junior). My mother's sister, Nancy (Nancy Anne), married Cyrus Sackett well known in Greene County before it was a county. My mother's sister, Avis, married Abram (Abraham) Van Eaton: she died in Greene County, Ohio, in a very early day." . . ."The Stapleton name is from England. At an early day they pioneered from the old world to the new. My mother's people were slave holders in the State (then Colony) of Maryland but lost all their property in the Revolution."

The American Ancestry and Lewisiana both state that Hannah’s birthplace was Maryland and add that her parents died in that colony in 1760. But editor examining the Rowan County Records at Salisbury, North Carolina in 1934 and subsequent to the publication of the periodicals referred to discovered certain records which conclusively show that the Stapleton family into which Daniel Lewis, junior, and Joel Lewis, senior married were in Rowan County in 1774. In Book 8, page 398 in the office of the Register of Deeds for Rowan County is a transcript of deed by Joseph Stapleton to James Cathay conveying an "improvement next to Charles Dailey” under date of July 1, 1774 for eleven pounds and witnessed by James Dickey. A previous entry on the same page recites that Joseph Stapleton had been assigned the improvement on April 9, 1774 from William Smith, who, in turn, had received it from Matthew McCullough, December 11, 1772. The improvement which Joseph Stapleton sold to James Cathay was reconveyed by the latter to the former 1774, according to the record on the same page and in the same book. In 1777 under date of August 9, the Rowan Court Minutes state: "Deed of sale of land from Sarah Stapleton to Hugh Cathay, as of October 10, 1776, is acknowledged." A copy if this deed given by Sarah Stapleton to Hugh Cathay for a consideration of sixteen pounds under date of October 10, 1776 is also found in Deed Book 8, page 398. The improvement is described as being on "Brushy Hill between Charles Bailey and James Fitspatrick," including four different fields, two houses and a spring house (a housed spring with its cool flowing water in which could be preserved milk and dairy products was a valuable asset to a farm). The deed was witnessed by James Bailey and acknowledged on August 9, 1777. What do these records reveal? They clearly show that between the time of the selling of the improvement the first time by Joseph Stapleton, July 1, 1774 and the selling of the improvement the second time by Sarah Stapleton, October 10, 1776, Sarah, the wife of Joseph Stapleton had become his widow. The death of Joseph probably occurred in 1776. The minutes of the Rowan County Court appear to confirm this date.

Bound Out

That the widow Stapleton was in straightened circumstances at the time of the Brushy Hill improvement transaction in 1776 is shown by a court order of August 6, 1777, which bound out three of her daughters to friendly and sympathetic neighbors. The Minutes of the Court reads Ordered by the Court that Hannah Stapleton, orphan of Joseph Stapleton be bound to Hugh Cathay (he got both the land and the oldest girl), she being 11 years old and to serve until she be 18 years of age, said Master to give to said orphan 6 (pounds) one spinning wheel, and, what the law allows.

Ordered that Anne (Nancy of Nancy Ann) Stapleton, orphan of Joseph Stapleton be bound to John Lewry, she being 9 years, 6 months and to serve until she be 18. Said master to give her 6 (pounds), one spinning wheel and what the law allows.

Ordered that Avis Stapleton, orphan of Joseph Stapleton, be bound to James Bailey (whose place was next to Stapleton’s, being 8 years old, and to serve until 19-said Master to give her 6 pounds, a spinning wheel and what the law allows.

This period of trial for Sarah Stapleton must have been one of grave apprehension and parental anxiety. Bereft of her companion at a time of great national crisis when a Herculean struggle was being made by the American patriots for independence; with no husband to provide a livelihood for his growing children with keen distress of mind incident upon the necessity of sending her daughters of tender years under neighbor's rooftress as bound children; with the pressing exigency of maintaining an existence for herself, it is not difficult for us to perceive the nature of the struggle, its sadness, its fears, its loneliness, which at times threatened, to engulf her. But we must believe that there was resolution, and high courage too, in Sarah Stapleton’s ear. No doubt her purpose to achieve nobility in life for herself and for her children was given stability and steadfastness in the care of the babe which she mothered, in her arms - Rachel, the youngest of the four sisters.

Their Equipment for Life
As greatly as the struggles of the widow, Sarah Stapleton, engage our sympathies, our feelings are touched even more deeply on behalf of her "Bound" daughters of tender years sent forth to lives of servitude until they should attain their majority. While all masters and mistresses were not exacting or cruel (most of them, probably, were not) and were well meaning enough not intending to lay burdens on the bound boy and girl beyond their strength to carry, nevertheless, under the most advantageous conditions the "bound" child was an alien and socially an inferior even in a cabin home in a frontier settlement. It is pathetic that after giving the sweet years of childhood and youth largely in enforced labor for shelter, food and clothing, they should have so little of the compensation which we, today, consider the rightful heritage of every boy and girl, the heritage of an unfettered spirit, of educational advantages for all, of equality in human society. It was unjust that having contributed full and often more than full share to the competency of their master's estate to whatever degree he was blessed in this world's goods, those who were bound must go out to face the fortunes of life, equipped only with a pittance — "six pounds, a spinning wheel and what the law doth allow," - and the law ungenerous enough at the best. If, as the saying goes, experience is the best teacher, let us hope that these bound girls and boys, at least, went forth -into the world supplied with resolution, courage and industrious habits. They would need to be panoplied with those virtues if they were to cope with the adversaries of poverty, injustice, and defeatism in the world.

"Six Pounds, A Spinning Wheel and What the Law Allows" --Plus 

That Hannah Stapleton brought to her husband more than the pitiful dowry represented in the Court’s order, "six pounds, a spinning wheel, and what the law allows." That she and her sisters known in the community of "backwoods people" as the “Stapleton girls” did possess those virtues which make for life's truest success, we can well believe as we read the stories of their lives as pioneer wives and mothers in the virgin wilderness beyond the mountains, where with their menfolk they shared in the toil, suffered and vicissitudes, faced the dangers, endured the loneliness of those far flung outposts of a new and virile civilization which was to come. That inspiring faith of theirs, as they pledged their husbands in the vows of the marriage sacrament may be described best by the heroic words of Ruth, the woman of Moab:

"Whither thou goest, I will go;
Where thou lodgest, I will lodge,

Thy people will be my people, and

Thy God shall be my God.

Ruth 1.16

(The third installment of the life story of Daniel Lewis, junior, founder of the Greene County, Ohio, Lewis Families, will be presented in the next issue of the News-Letter)

The story of Joe1 Lewis Senior, the Father of 

Joel Lewis Junior, and James Stapleton Lewis
Introductory Statement

The story of Joel Lewis, Senior, has been touched upon now and then to giving the biographical sketches of his son, Joel, junior, and of his son, James Stapleton Lewis. He has a1so been mentioned in connection with the story of Daniel Lewis, junior, who was the brother of Sarah Lewis, the mother of Joel, senior. Inasmuch as the story of Joel, junior, was a completed in the January issue of the Lewis Family News-Letter and the story of James Stapleton Lewis is now appearing, it seems appropriate to give immediate attention in fuller measure to the life of Joel, senior as he was, so to speak, the trunk from whence spin the two branches: Joel Lewis. junior, of Randolph County, Indiana, and James Stapleton Lewis of Cassia county, Idaho. In addition to this circumstance, there is the Stapleton incident: Joel senior, and Joel, junior, marrying sisters, the first Rachel and the second Hannah. The telling of the story of Joel senior, will give further opportunity for relating more of the Stapleton family history. Furthermore, the story of Joel, senior, will lead up to the consideration of the life story of his mother, Sarah Lewis, who was contemporary with Daniel Lewis, junior, her own brother. At that point the three branches of Lewis families, through descent in the one case from Daniel, senior, of Rowan County, North Carolina. Beyond Daniel senior, is his father, James of Cumru, Berks County, Pennsylvania. The story of the Lewis ancestors who embrace the joint line will be taken in the July number of the News-Letter which will contain the initial installments of the life of Daniel Lewis, senior.

Birth

James Stapleton Lewis in his record of his father’s family gives the birthdate of Joel, senior, as February 1, 1776, the memorable year of the signing of the American Declaration of Independence by Thomas Jefferson. Thus the year of Joel’s birth synchronizes with the birth of the Republic. James states that his father’s birthplace was in Rowan County. 

Parentage

The father of Joel, senior, according to James Stapleton Lewis, was Joseph Lewis. In the American Ancestry it is stated that Joseph was born in Rowan County, North Carolina, in 1752, but James in a letter written to "the editor (l898) gives the year of Joseph's birth as 1756. On this point Lewisiana duplicates the record of the American Ancestry. Among the descendants of James Stapleton Lewis is a tradition that Joseph Lewis was a breeder of fine horses in Virginia (?). In his letter of 1898 James states that Joseph Lewis was accidentally killed when thrown by a fractious horse. The American Ancestry and Lewisiana carry the same story, adding that his death occurred in 1779. Joseph was killed, says James, when he had only one son, which was my father. The same statement as to his offspring is made by both genealogical publications referred to in this paragraph.

The mother of Joel Lewis, senior, was Sarah Lewis the daughter of Daniel Lewis, senior, and the sister of Daniel Lewis, junior (see January issue of the News-Letter). If Joel, senior, was born in 1776, his mother, Sarah was married to Joseph Lewis by 1775, of necessity. The mother of Joel, after his father’s death, remarried. James Stapleton Lewis writes, “My grandmother Sarah Lewis married John Hendrix or Hendricks. Her second husband’s name was John Hendricks (December 27 1780, Rowan County, Book of Marriages, under "H"). The issue of this marriage were, of course, half brothers and sisters to Joel, senior.

(The story of Joel Lewis, senior second installment, will be continued in the March Family News-Letter.

Descendants of Joel Lewis, Junior of Randolph County, Indiana.

The birth roll of the thirteen children born to Joel Lewis, junior and Mercy Fallis Lewis, is given below:

1. William
September 3, 1827

2. Sarah
May 17, 1829

3. Rachel
May 16, 1830

4. James
January 16, 1832

5. Isaac
December 14, 1833

6. Martha Ann
April 5, 1835

7. Anthony R.
May 5, 1837

8. Mary Elizabeth
June 11, 1839

9. Charles
September 13, 1841

10. Rebecca Jane
December 21, 1843

11. Andrew Kennedy
January 14, 1846

12. Charlotte
January 2, 1848

13. Nancy Mariah
September 20, 1850

Six of the children died in the following order:

1. Martha Ann
Mar. 20, 1851, Bur. Ritenour Cem.

2. Rebecca Jane
Apr. 15, 1858, Bur. Ritenour Cem.

3. Charles
Sep. 30, I860, Bur. Ritenour Cem.

4. Charlotte
May 9, 1863, Bur. Ritenour Cem.

5. Anthony R.
June 30, 1863, Bur. Ritenour Cem.

6. Nancy Mariah
Jan. 16, 1865, Bur. Ritenour Cem.

Seven of the thirteen married and had issue:

William to Anna Riddlebarger 
Oct. 24, 1850

Sarah to James Lucas 

Rachel to Daniel Claris 
Oct. 17, 1850

James to Phoebe dark 

Isaac to Rebecca Ann Immell 

Mary Elizabeth to John W. Jack 

Andrew Kennedy to Catherine Ann Fox, Jan. 18, 1863

The Lewis Family News-Letter will appreciate very much if the descendants of Sarah and James Lucas, James and Phoebe Lewis, Isaac and Rebecca. Lewis, Mary Elizabeth and John W. Jack, will secure and mail


to the editor's present address, 505 ½ S. W. First Avenue, Fort Lauderdale, Florida, the dates and places of the marriages of the four couples named, in order that the marriage records of the first generation of the descendants of Joel and Mercy Lewis may be complete in our files. 

As data may be available memoirs of the first generation descendants of Joel and Mercy Lewis will be printed in the succeeding numbers of the News Letters. In turn, the same plan will be followed for the first generation descendants of James Stapleton and Anna Jones Lewis and Mary Swenson Lewis and Daniel and Hannah Stapleton Lewis. Then the second generation of descendants will be considered, et cetera.
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