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I knew some of my dad's siblings better than others. Wayne, Oleen, and Rachel
 were best known because they all lived in Declo all their lives and that’s where we went for many of our summer vacations.

Early Memories of Rachel
I must have been somewhere between three and four years old (ca. 1939-1940) when I stayed on the farm with Grandma and Grandpa Lewis and Rachel. My recollection of those early times is very dim. However, I won't ever forget that she taught me to sing a song from Primary called "Two Little Hands." I've apparently always loved music and to this day seldom use a hymnal as I have learned all the verses to our most frequently sung hymns.

Rachel may have seen that trait in me and capitalized on it by teaching me. These are the words I learned as a small boy:

I have two little hands

folded snugly and tight.

They are tiny and weak,

yet they know what is right.

During all the long hours

till daylight is through, 

these two little hands 

have plenty to do.

Without question I can say that Rachel had an influence for good in my life.

Childhood (to age 12)

For some reason Rachel was the first of the ten Hyrum and Harriet Lewis children to not be born in Albion, Cassia County, Idaho, save her sister, Mary Vernietta Lewis, who lived only 13 days. Rachel is also the only child to not have a middle name. She was born February 21, 1896 at Logan, Cache County, Utah.

Rachel may have been named after her Aunt, her father's sister, Rachel Stapleton Lewis Harper, perhaps not. Rachel was a very common name near the time of her birth. It was the practice in Hyrum S. Lewis's father's family to name children after important relatives and friends. It was also true of Hyrum's grandfather, Joel Lewis. Of Hyrum's ten children, many are named in this way, so it seems that it is likely that she could have been named after his sister.

She was brought home from Logan to Albion where the family lived. By that time, Leroy was nearing seven, Eola was just over five, and Camilla was not quite two. These four little children lived in the small Albion farm cabin with their parents.

Her grandfather, James Stapleton Lewis still lived in Albion, too. He died in 1901 when Rachel was only five years old.

On her eighth birthday, Rachel was baptized a member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 
Adulthood

H. S. Graduation

Since she would have graduated from High School before the family's move to Declo, she could have graduated from a High School in Albion.

However, the Lewis family lived on the Declo farm a several years
 before the farmhouse was finished in 1915; it's more likely that she attended and graduated from Burley High School.

College

The nearest college to Declo was in Albion, Idaho, about 7 miles away. This was the Albion State Normal School with a large campus to accommodate perhaps 500 or more students. The facility was a two-year curriculum for primarily schoolteachers.

However, Rachel chose to not go to Albion State Normal School.

Employment

During many of the summers, Rachel worked in a weighing station between Declo and Burley where she would weigh trucks hauling sugar beets to the factory. She did this for many years. 

This job was made difficult because of the typically hot summer weather and the dusty conditions created by all the big trucks moving back and forth. There were no air-conditioned weighing stations back then!

Places Lived

Except for when she served her mission, and some short stays in Boise helping her father in the Legislature, she never lived away from the Lewis farm in Delco, Idaho. Her bedroom there was adjacent to the bathroom and between the bathroom and the main bedroom where her parents stayed.

Serving a Mission
During her funeral services I learned that Rachel had served a mission for the Church. This must have been shortly after her June 18, 1924 endowment.

Here is an article from a newspaper clipping,
 source unknown, but likely Declo or Burley:

Rachel Lewis Leaves for Mission

Mr. and Mrs. Hyrum S. Lewis and son Reed and daughter Rachel left Saturday by auto route for Salt Lake City. Miss Rachel Lewis will leave Salt Lake June 18 for a mission to Canada. Mr. and Mrs. Lewis expect to visit in Logan, Preston, and Brigham before returning to Declo.

Domesticated
Although she never married, Rachel cooked, cleaned, washed laundry, and did most things that women who work at home do. She chose to remain at home and take care of her mother who was ill with diabetes and required insulin shots every day, sometimes more than once a day. 

Once Rachel returned from her mission, Harriet lived less than twenty years. In those days, blood sugar levels were far more difficult to determine and to control than they are today. For all of that time, Rachel was the primary caregiver for her mother.

She loved to can fruit, particularly jams and jellies. The farmhouse basement always had tons (well, not tons, but rows and rows) of jams, jellies, vegetables and fruits that she had bottled and canned. During visits from California, she always sent us home with several.

But that's not all! She used to put venison up when Oleen or Junior would come back with deer or elk from a hunting trip. Then she would either package it up and send it or give some to us when we visited.

This is the only time in my life I have had venison. Sometimes it was given to us frozen, sometimes in a jar. I remember the taste being stronger than beef, but that may only have been because I was young and therefore more sensitive to tastes and seasonings.

Golden Days

Salt and Pepper Collection

Where it began I'm not sure, but she began to collect salt and pepper shakers. This hobby was very special to her and she loved telling who had sent what to her. The collection grew with each birthday and other gift-giving events. Because of her enthusiasm for this collection, the family quickly helped her collection grow. 

Sometimes someone would take a trip and bring home something for her collection. 

The collection became so numerous that a display cabinet was brought into the Declo farmhouse and put in the dining room. It had glass doors on it, but was otherwise much like a bookshelf. Before long, even that wasn't enough and a second cabinet was also brought into the same room.

After her passing, the collection went to her brother, Reed, who lived in San Jose, California at that time. It was proudly displayed in his home many years and eventually was passed on to Reed's son, Don, who lived in Gilroy, California at the time.

Rachel, the Writer
Rachel had a hand in many of the things that her father wrote, particularly those articles for the newspapers and the Seventy-niners. In 1947, she either wrote or greatly assisted with articles for the Seventy-niners, some of which are in Hyrum Smith Lewis' life story.

When her father was a member of the State Legislature,
 Rachel worked as a mail clerk for the State Legislature in Boise.

Obituary

Rachel passed away in 1963 at the age of 67 only a few days after the assassination of Pres. John F. Kennedy.
 

Her funeral was well attended. I recall that her Bishop told of Rachel's faithfulness in paying her tithing as she had seen him only a few days before her passing and had given her donation then. He spoke of her faithfulness.

She is buried in the Declo Cemetery along with many others of the Lewis family.

Obituaries
Rachel Lewis
Funeral services were held Monday at 1 p.m. in Declo LDS Ward chapel for Rachel Lewis with Bishop Norman Hurst officiating.

Prayers were offered by James Bronson, E. A. Ottley and President Burdell Curtis. Mrs. Louis Jones read the obituary. President Francis M. Carter and E. R. Blauer spoke.

Edith Dunn and Nona Jacobs sang, "The Lords Prayer" and "Hold Thou My Hand." Declo Singing Mothers sang "Sweet Hour of Prayer." Mrs. Norman Hurst was accompanist.


Honorary pallbearers were: Jack West, Jack Flippence, Merlin Myers, Vestal Lewis, Donald Lewis, Jack Balch, Hugh Fuller, Floyd Judd, Lloyd Fisher, Karl Bronson, Robert Bronson, Don Adams, Jack Smith, Marvell Lewis, Raymond Lewis, Floyd Lewis and Milton Reeves.

Etsil Fisher, Dick Lewis, Louis Jones, Wayne Lewis Jr., Jimmy Bronson and Leland Lewis were pallbearers.

Floral arrangements were under direction of Relief Society members. Burial in Declo cemetery was under direction of Payne Mortuary. Robert Bronson dedicated the grave.
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� 	This life history was prepared for the first of the James Stapleton Lewis Reunions of modern times, held July 22, 2000 at Albion, Idaho. It is part of the life histories of all of the Hyrum Smith Lewis and Harriet Hunsaker Lewis children that were prepared for this Reunion.


� 	Rachel’s father homesteaded 160 acres near Declo, Idaho. The homestead required that the land be cleared, and that a home be established before the homestead could be perfected and a deed obtained. During the homesteading, the family lived in nearby Albion, but built a cabin on the Declo property in about 1910. Part of this cabin still stands on the Declo farm property as a portion of the milk barn. The main farmhouse was completed in 1915.


� 	Rachel’s younger brother, Reed, graduated from Albion State Normal School in 1935 to become a teacher.


� 	As children we used to play and explore this home. There was a passageway between these two bedrooms, more a very small hallway used to store shoes and a few other things, but us kids thought that it was a secret known to few (it wasn’t secret and it wasn’t known only to a few).


� 	Received October 16, 2003 from Mary Ann Clark Weber of Puyallup, WA.


� 	Hyrum S. Lewis served several terms as a representative there from Cassia County; his last began in the mid-1940s.


� 	President Kennedy was assassinated November 22, 1963.






1

