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Childhood (to age 12)

Birth

Like almost all of the other Hyrum and Harriet Lewis children, Alfa Myrle was born in Albion. She was the ninth child in a family that years later would see its tenth child. Their Albion, Idaho home was modest. By today's standards, it had little to offer except a roof over their heads and a place to cook and eat. Times were hard back then and so many things we take for granted simply were not available. There were no indoor bathrooms, no running water, and no electricity to plug in the hair dryer, either!

However, what the family lacked in conveniences they more than made up in other ways. The family actually talked to each other, played with one another, and shared almost everything. They ate their meals together. Love was something that was shown in every action, every word, every way possible. Not one of the children grew up without knowing their parents well.

Siblings

When Alfa Myrle (all those who knew her that I've spoken to--years ago--always used both her first and middle names together) was born, her next oldest sibling was Wayne, age three. Oleen was just over four, Anton was well over eight, Rachel well over ten; Camilla was within a few days of becoming twelve, Eola nearly fifteen, and Leroy was nearly seventeen. There were plenty of older children to care for her and protect her.

Grandparent Memories

It had been five years since her grandfather, James Stapleton Lewis, had passed away. But they lived only a short distance from the cemetery and undoubtedly visited the grave with grandmother Mary Swenson Lewis who lived in Albion and did not leave this life until twelve years after Alfa Myrle was born. 

Whether her grandmother Lewis was in good health I do not know, but even if bedridden it is certain that Alfa Myrle knew her well.

And what about Grandmother and Grandfather Hunsaker? They had lived in Honeyville, Utah. Abraham Hunsaker had passed on nearly seventeen years before Alfa Myrle was born, and Harriet Vernitia Beckstead Hunsaker died about a year before Alfa Myrle was born. She did not know them.

Honeyville was not too far away, however, for her to have visited their graves. Today by car from Albion to Honeyville is a drive of perhaps two hours, maybe a little less. Back then it would have been a trip of several days and made, probably, in conjunction with the need to visit Salt Lake City or Ogden.

Of her four grandparents, then, the only one she knew or had ever even seen was her grandmother Lewis, Mary Swenson Lewis.

Baptism

Most of Hyrum and Harriet's children were baptized on their birthdays. Of the ten, only two were not on the actual birthday. The two exceptions were Oleen, who was baptized eight days before his birthday,
 and Eola who was baptized nearly a month after her birthday.

Schools

She would have begun school in 1912, during the time that the Lewis family home was being built on the farm in Declo. Some accounts place them in Declo as early as 1905, yet Alfa Myrle was born in Albion in early 1906, so it seems certain that there may have been a few years where they had their home in both places at the same time.

Nevertheless, nearly all, if not all of her Grammar School education was in Declo. Declo was her experience in nearly all of her life that she could remember.

Friends

Declo kids were essentially all farm kids. Until she was nine, she was the caboose of nine children and certainly had plenty of playmates. From my own experiences, I can say that the Declo kids were a fun-loving lot.
 Surely she was a part of all of that, perhaps even leading the parade!

Youth (age 12-17)

Schools
She went to Burley High School, as did all of the Declo children of that era before Declo had its own High School. She was well-known there and a high achiever. Since Burley is nine miles West of Declo, they would have been bussed there. Wayne would have been there during at least her first year to ride with her. It's possible that Oleen was there, too since he was born well into the school year and late (December) in the year he was born.

Places Lived

During this entire period of time she would have lived in Declo on the Lewis farm. The main house was completed in 1915, so she would have lived there during this era. Her room was upstairs overlooking the front porch and front lawn and facing North. Her room has a window placed facing North in the gable. It's a small room with a closet about the size of a telephone booth. Yet in 1915, it was considerably better than what most kids had. The bath was downstairs, and only one, yet the entire family seemed to be able to share it well enough to get along.

Patriarchal Blessing

No mention has ever been made of which I am aware that she received a Patriarchal Blessing, a common thing for teens in an LDS family. It is likely, however, that one was given since her father had in other respects followed normal practices of the faith. 
Adulthood
H.S. Graduation

As mentioned earlier, she attended High School at Burley, Idaho and was in the graduating class of 1924. By that time her younger brother, and last Lewis child, was nine. It is highly likely that this brother, Reed, was cared for by her and her older brothers and sisters, particularly Rachel, Oleen, and Wayne. But a farm boy of nine needs very little care, only some observance that he doesn't get himself into trouble.

College

Alfa Myrle, like most of her siblings, had the opportunities of education beyond High School. She attended Albion State Normal School, a two-year college primarily for teachers. Although well off the beaten path, this school graduated many students during its more than fifty years of operation. Many of the brick buildings used then are still standing, a few still being used for Senior Citizens and other purposes. For some years before that it was used as a school for Indians. As the years have passed, most of the buildings have fallen into ill repair and have suffered from exposure and vandalism.

Alfa Myrle had attended the Normal School and had only to complete the summer semester for her teaching credential. During the 1924-1925 school year, she had taught school at Springdale, Idaho, only a few miles from her Declo home. She was enrolled in the summer semester, which she had just begun, when something happened that would change her life forever.

Unexpected Occurrence

We don't have every choice in our lives. Some things we can choose, some we can't. Suicide aside, we can't choose when we leave this life. Neither could Alfa Myrle. After attending Albion State Normal School for two years, and beginning the summer session, she suffered a massive and unexpected heart attack one evening and was soon gone.

The event hit the Lewis family like a ton of bricks. It was devastating for the entire community. She was so young to have had a fatal heart attack, and it was so unexpected.

Here are two reports from local newspapers:

Popular Declo Girl Victim of Heart Trouble

Alfa Myrle Lewis Dies Suddenly After Acute Attack

Funeral Services Are Attended By Large Number of Friends

Alfa Myrle Lewis, the 19-year-old daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Hyrum S. Lewis of Declo, answered the call of death last Friday evening [June 25, 1926] at 7:30pm at the home in Declo following a severe attack of acute heart trouble. At the time of her death she had been dry-cleaning a dress and complained of not feeling well. She suffered intense pain for about a half hour when death came to relieve her suffering. With her death the citizens of Declo and friends at the Albion State Normal and Burley, where she attended high school, will miss a very pleasing personality and a student of unusual ability.

With her death the citizens of Declo and friends at Albion State Normal and Burley, where she attended high school, will miss a very pleasing personality and a student of unusual ability. Surviving her are her parents, her sisters, Mrs. Frank Fisher of Declo, Mrs. James Bronson Jr., of Springdale, and Miss Rachel Lewis of Declo, who recently returned from a mission in Canada; her brothers, LeRoy of Albion, Wayne, Oleen and Reed at home.

For the summer she had been a student at Albion State Normal and from which institution she would have taken her life diploma at the close of this summer school. Last year she taught at the Springdale School where she endeared herself to both her pupils and their parents. She was a graduate of Burley High School in the class of 1924. 

The funeral services which were attended by friends near and far and which crowded the church at Declo, were held Sunday afternoon at 2 o'clock. Bishop L. E. Olson officiated. 

The opening talk was made by Pres. W. T. Harper of Oakley, an old friend of the family; selection, "Resting Now From Care and Sorrow " by Declo quartette; prayer, John Darrington; duet, "Jesus Lover of My Soul," Declo ward; talk Edward Warr, Burley Stake Sunday School superintendent; talk Pres. Richard May of the Minidoka stake; Burley quartette, "Her Work Is Done," talk C. E. Bocock of the Albion State Normal School; talk Principal W.W. Christensen of the Burley high school; talk W.L. Manning, chairman of Springdale school board; talk, Bishop Reese Harper; duet "Whispering Hope" by Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Payne of Minidoka stake; talk Pres. Fales of the Minidoka stake; Pres. D.R. Lauglots and Pres. Geo.H. Lewis of Burley stake; Declo quartette, "My Father Knows;" benediction by George E. Ferrin of Burley stake; dedication of grave at Albion cemetery, W.J. Black of Burley stake; prayer at the home was offered by Bishop Adams of Oakley and song rendered by Mrs. Joseph Payne of the Minidoka stake.

Another paper wrote the following:

She possessed a most pleasing personality, to meet her was to love and respect her and her sudden taking has left a vacant place in the home, in the community and in the schools. She died young, yet accomplished so much her memory will live in the hearts of her associates and the stranger will hear from her friends and will love her virtues and the world will be better for her having lived in it.

Miss Alfa Myrle Lewis

One of the largest gatherings in the history of Declo took place Sunday, June 27, at 2 p.m., when the many relatives and friends met to show respect to Miss Alfa Myrle Lewis, whose death occurred Friday, June 25, at the home of her parents, Mr.& Mrs. Hyrum S. Lewis. 

Funeral services were under the direction of Bishop L. E. Olsen of the L.D.S. church. The speakers were Bishop L. E. Olsen, President William T. Harper of the Cassia stake, W. W. Christensen of the Burley High School, where Alfa Myrle graduated; Bishop R. M.  Harpster of Oakley 4th ward, President C. E. Bocock of the Albion State Normal of which she was a student at the time of her death, Edward Warr of the Sunday school stake board of which she was a member, Wm. Manning, chairman of the Springdale school board, where she taught last year; President Richard May of the Minidoka stake, H. C. Fails, President D. R.  Langlois and George H. Lewis. Each of the latter spoke of the high ideals and the earnest work performed by the deceased. 

The musical numbers were a solo at the home, "The End of a Perfect Day," by Mrs. Joseph Payne. At the church was a quartet, "Resting Now From Pain and Sorrow," by Mrs. Laurine Williams, Flora Black, Mr. Theron Jacobs and Albert J. Olsen. A duet, "Jesus Savior of My Soul," by Laura and Maroni Ward. Male quartet from Burley, composed of Messrs. Johnson, Monch, Van Engelen, and Bailey sang "The Teacher's Work Is Done." Duet by Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Payne, "Whispering Hope," The closing song by the quartet, "My Father Knows." 

Prayer was offered at the home by Bishop John Adams of Oakley. John Darrington offered the opening prayer at the church and George Ferrin the closing. 

The grave was dedicated by William J. Black. The flower bearers were children from her schoolroom at Springdale. 

Alfa Myrle was born at Albion September 3, 1906. Besides her parents she leaves four brothers and three sisters: LeRoy, Oleen, Wayne, Reed, Mrs. R. F. Fisher, Mrs. James Bronson, Jr., and Miss Rachel Lewis. She possessed a most pleasing personality, to meet her was to love and respect her and her sudden taking has left a vacant place in the home, in the community and in the schools. 

She died young, yet accomplished so much her memory will live in the hearts of her associates and the stranger will hear from her friends and will love her virtues and the world will be better for her having lived in it. 

She is now upon a mission

For a blessing unto us.

She came here by permission;

She is better off than us.

To her the gift is perfect;

Eternal life is sure

At the home of the blessed

Among spirits that are pure

  





    --Declo Correspondence

Card of Thanks

Words fail to express our gratitude and appreciation for the testimonies of sympathy to us by our many friends in the kind words the song and music, and the many flowers, the absence of which would have made it almost beyond our strength and power to endure in the hour of our deepest sorrow caused by the taking away of our daughter and sister Alfa Myrle. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hyrum S. Lewis and family

� 	This was not so unusual in those days. While the "Mormons" have scriptures saying that baptism is to occur "when eight," they were not interpreted so strictly then as now. Today children are never baptized until they are eight. This is due to administrative rather than scriptural interpretation. On the other hand, is there really a difference between baptism after 2912 days of life and 2920? "Mormons" believe that baptism is to be at an age where the child has reasoning capability, so the eight-day difference in Oleen's life made no difference at all.


� 	Of great interest to me is that Hyrum took this responsibility seriously. Not only with his own children as evidenced by the regularity of each child turning eight and being baptized, but also with others. He baptized my brother, Don, and I during a visit to California when he discovered that both of us were older than eight—I was nearly ten. See the biography of Leland R. Lewis also.


� 	See the biography of Leland R. Lewis where he tells about four boys, all cousins, dipping a tire in the canal to make it shine at night and placing it in the road with a rope attached to it. During the war, tires were hard to come by, so it was tempting to stop for one in the road. What these boys did, illustrates the fun-loving nature of Declo kids.


� 	Courtesy of Margaret Lewis Jorgensen, a cousin still living in Declo.


� 	Newspaper article by the Declo Correspondence, courtesy of Margaret Lewis Jorgensen.


� 	Clipping from Mary Clark Weber Nov. 21, 2003.
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