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I knew some of my dad's siblings better than others. Wayne, Oleen, and Rachel were best known because they all lived in Declo all their lives. Camilla wasn't far away, and we'd see her sometimes. Eola always lived in Declo, too, but her health didn't permit her to do all she wanted and we saw her less. I never saw Alfa, Anton, or Mary as they were gone by the time I was born. Of all of my Lewis cousins, I knew Wayne's the best because I saw them more often. 

I've seen Leroy only once or twice in my life. Once I met him on the Declo farm either before he moved to Auburn,  Washington or soon after his move there.

Birth and Early Life
The Lewis family settled in Albion, Cassia County,
 in 1875 on the James Stapleton Lewis homestead.
 At that time, Hyrum S. Lewis was a boy of seven years.  He married Harriet in 1888 in the Logan, Utah Temple when he was 20 and she was 17. Ten months later the young couple had a baby boy. 

Hyrum Leroy Lewis was the first of ten children born to Hyrum Smith Lewis and Harriet Hunsaker Lewis in a union that would last 53 years before Harriet would pass away in 1944.

Naming their first child was easy for them. The young father had been named after the Prophet Joseph Smith's brother, Hyrum Smith. They liked the name and chose it for their first child. It was a way for them to honor the Prophet's fallen brother and to honor James S. and Mary S. Lewis who had named Hyrum. 

No matter how many children are born to a parent, the first one always has a special place. It's not that the first child is loved any more than the others, only that the child is the first one to bless the marriage, the one that changes a young couple into a growing family. It is the first time parents experience the feedings and all the other things that must be done to care for a newborn.

Since babies don't come with instruction books, parents must usually learn from the school of hard knocks. Only 16 short months later, the couple had their second child, Mary Vernietta. Sadly, she lived only 13 days.

Soon after Leroy
 celebrated his second birthday, his sister, Harriet Eola Lewis was born. 

The naming pattern now had honored both parents and those who preceded them. By the time Leroy was 11, there were six living children, all of the living children had been born in Albion except for Rachel, who was born in Logan, Cache County, Utah. By this time Leroy, although still of rather tender years, had been taught how to help with chores on his father's Albion farm.

Moving to Declo

It wasn't until Leroy was near 20 that the Lewis family moved to the Declo homestead where they worked to “prove” their claim to the land by farming it and building a temporary home. 

The main farmhouse wasn't finished until 1915 when he was 26. Until then, they lived in a small home about the size of the one they had in Albion. There was no electricity. A wood-burning stove provided heat and the means to cook meals. Water had to be brought in by bucket. Bathrooms were outside, whether it was summer in the blazing heat or winter in the freezing cold. I have been in that small temporary home, the place where my father was born in 1915 just before the family moved into the new, more modern and much larger, main farm house. After the move, it became part of a cattle barn.

Irrigation was the compelling reason for the move away from Albion. Declo was close enough to the Snake River that irrigation canals brought the water in, making it possible to raise crops far more reliably than in Albion where nature was the only resource. 

Eventually there was a canal that passed only a few hundred feet in front of the farmhouse and crossed one corner of the farm property. This precious resource enabled Leroy's family to bring that water to a forty acre plot on the West side of the homestead and raise a large variety of field crops.

Before crops could be raised, however, there was sagebrush to be cleared. This was a necessary prerequisite for the land to become irrigable. Leroy worked side by side with his father and younger brother, Anton, by then just entering his teen years. All of the other children were girls except for Oleen and Wayne who were some three to six years younger than Anton–too young to take that kind of heavy work. 

It was left to Hyrum and his two sons to work hard with the horses and chains pulling out each sage brush one by one. Hundreds and hundreds of them had to be pulled in every one of the 80 acres at the homestead.

Once that back-breaking task was done, the work was not finished. Land had to be tilled, plowed, leveled, and cleared of rocks before the first seed could be planted.

The Farm Buildings

Barns had to be built. There were several. There was a potato cellar–a dugout with a barrel roof covered with dirt and supported by poles inside. There was a grain bin where wheat was stored. Us kids would climb in there sometimes to eat raw wheat and lay down to relax. Grain silos built of steel came later.

One of the barns was a milking and cow barn. After the main house was built in 1915, it was so modern and convenient to live in that the temporary small home they had been living in was completely abandoned and used for milking cows. Eventually it was enlarged by adding barns to either side. The last major family event in that small temporary cabin was the birth of Leroy's last sibling, Reed, when Leroy was 26 years old. Only a few months later the main farmhouse was finished and the family moved a few hundred feet into it.

This new home was huge by comparison to the one-room cabin. It had water, both hot and cold piped in. There was electricity to power lights. A coal-burning furnace in the basement heated the entire house. And there were many rooms instead of one. On the main floor was a large combination living room and dining area. A large kitchen was at the other end of the home and to the side there were two bedrooms and a bath. The large front porch was screened in. The full basement was dominated by the large furnace and the rest was mostly used to store things. Up the narrow stairs to the attic there were two more bedrooms, one with a dormer window facing East, the other with a gable window facing North. The bedrooms were over the area of the living and dining rooms downstairs. Later, a very large back porch was added. This had Oleen's bedroom and a large open area where the more informal large family suppers were held. By today's standards, the house would be fairly large, but it's drawback is having only one bathroom. Back then, however, having even one bathroom was a luxury.

Mary's bedroom was the one upstairs facing North and overlooking the very large front lawn lined on each side by six or eight very large pine trees.
 Anton's room was the one with the dormer window. However, until the back porch was added, each of the children had to share with others since there were eight children and only three bedrooms for them to share.

Marriages

Leroy married (1) Emma M. Burgess July 5, 1906, (2) Alice Clark on Christmas Day in 1910, and (3) Inez Elvira Bowman Parker in June 1960 when he was seventy years old. Relatives who are still alive are unaware of the 1906 marriage, but clearly recall his marriage to Alice Clark, which lasted nearly 50 years.

He and Alice raised ​​​six children including sons Marvell, Jack, and Pete. Pete
 had part of his arm amputated. He survived World War II, and then was in a car accident with his arm propped out the window. If I remember right that is when he lost it.
 Leroy's daughters were Ada (Sis), Goldie and Pearl.

Pearl Lewis Flippence, SSN: 518-10-6916 was born          Nov 3, 1913, and died in December 1981 at Parma, Canyon County, ID.

Auburn, Washington

When Leroy and his family left Albion,
 they first went


to Parma, Idaho.
 While they lived there, their home burned to the ground.

Most of Leroy's years, including his last years, were spent at Auburn, Washington, where he finally passed away at age 79.

� 	Cassia County was created in 1879 from the parent county of Oneida. The county seat is Burley. It consists of the small farming communities of Albion, Almo, Burley, Declo, Elba, Malta, Oakley and Sublett. Burley is by far the largest with a population near 12,000. The others are for the most part only a few hundred each.


� 	The 1880 Cassia County, Idaho Census, page 159 lists: Lewis, James S, age 66, H, Farmer, born OH, father born PA, mother born MD; Lewis, Mary, 48, W, Housewife, born Swed, father born Swed, mother born Swed; Lewis, Rachel, age 14, Daughter, Living at Home, born UT, father born OH, mother born Sweden; Lewis, Hyram, age 12, Son, Living at Home, born ID, father born OH, mother born Sweden, 150-153.


� 	Hyrum Leroy Lewis has always been called Leroy as long as I can remember. Just why was never explained, but perhaps since both he and his father share the same first name, they may have adopted this practice and it “stuck.”


� 	Today these trees still stand and reach heights of more than 50 feet. My father, Reed, remembered jumping over them as a youngster.


� 	Based on the 1920 census, Jack and Pete are nicknames for Raymond and Floyd respectively.


� 	Dorothy Lewis Balch, May 2000.


� 	Ibid.


� 	According to the Social Security Death Index.


� 	The 1920 U.S. Census shows Leroy in Albion, Idaho as head of household and father of six children: Alice (wife, 30), Marvell (8), Raymond (7), Pearl (6), Goldie (5), Floyd (2 8/12), and Ada (1 ½). His occupation is farmer.


� 	Parma is located on the eastern border of Idaho only some 25 miles or so west of Jackson, WY.


� 	Social Security death index: SSN 519-22-5425; Residence: 98002, Auburn, King, WA; Born 26 Aug 1889; Died Feb 1969.
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