Auton Rudger Lewis

1898 - 1917

By Lee Lewis, His Nephew

October 23, 2003
Auton Rudger Lewis was born in 1898 and died only a week or two before his 19th birthday from a self-inflicted gunshot. I wrote life histories before the 2000 Reunion for 8 of Hyrum's children who reached adulthood. He was the only one I didn't do. 

I knew he had committed suicide, but not much else. I've been in the bedroom he used (upstairs close to the fireplace chimney on the east side), but that's about all I actually know of him. 

Here's what Jan Coon, a cousin, recalls:

When you mentioned Auton, it jogged my memory. If I recall the story correctly, he committed suicide. I remember my father telling me that Auton was engaged to a girl (I don't recall her name). 

She decided to call off the engagement. She told him that she no longer wanted to marry him in front of a whole store of people (I believe that it was Lynches’ Service). He was so embarrassed by being rejected in front of so many people that he took his own life. It
was a very sad situation for the Lewis family. Perhaps Leone might give you some insight on this. I do recall Dad telling me this on a number of occasions. So, I will leave it at that. Jan

Lynches’ Service was a gas station and repair garage on the main road leading to Burley at the junction of Delco’s main north-south street (that takes you to Albion if you go the other way). It still stands today, only a couple of blocks from Delco’s intersection with Main Street. 

Back then, it was a gathering place for local farmers who liked to sit around the potbelly stove and kibitz. It was almost a men's club, male bonding kind of thing, so you can imagine what must have taken place with Auton and his fiancée.

Seven years after his death, Auton’s Temple work was done in the Logan Temple. He is buried in the Albion LDS Cemetery near his grandfather James S. Lewis.
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