Information on David Stanton Lewis and family

Research by Aletta Moore 

David's middle name may have been Stanton, his mother's middle name. 

1850 census for Pottawattamie County, Iowa (dated 4th November 1850): 
Lemuel Lewis 50 years old
Nancy Lewis 50 years old (who is this? This is not Olive M. Stow, Lemuel's second wife, since she is 9 years younger than her husband Lemuel. His first wife, Weighty, died c1846 (do not have a source for this date) and was five years younger than he was. Could this be a sister of Lemuel?)

David 19 yo
Diana 17 yo 
Lydia 13 yo 
Ellen 11 yo 
Mahitable 6 mos female (Who is this? She is not the child of Lemuel's daughter, Abigail Lewis who married Andrew Bockman Williams in 1839, since she is listed along with her family in the same Pottawattamie census: Andrew Williams, 52yo; Abigail Williams, 27 yo, born in VT; Julia, l0yo, born in NY; Lemuel, 8yo, born in NY; and Weighty, 2yo, born in Iowa. Diana Lewis does not marry until 1853).

Information from Mormon Pioneer Overland Travel shows that the Lemuel Lewis family traveled to Utah with William Snow/Joseph Young Company in 1850. Those traveling included:

Lemuel Lewis, birth date unknown. Male, 49 years old.
Olive Lewis, 41 years old (Olive Matilda Stow, Lemuel's second wife) 
Lydia Lewis, 13 years old (birth date 1837 - correct)

Eleanor Lewis, 11 years old (birth date 1839 - correct) 
Diana Lewis, 17 years old (correct with birth date)
David Lewis, 19 years old (correct with birth date)

They traveled in one wagon with six people and 6 cattle in Capt. William Snow's Hundred, departing 21 June 1850, and arriving in the Salt Lake Valley on 1-4 October, 1850. There were 42 wagons in the company when it began its journey from the outfitting post at Kanesville, Iowa (present day Council Bluffs). The company was organized near the Missouri River.

Source of Trail Excerpt: Snow, Gardner, To Whom It May Concern, 28 Aug. 1850, in Brigham Young, Office Files 1832-1878, reel 31, box 22, fd.

Upper Platt Ferry Camp of Israel August 28th 1850 To Whom it may Concern

This may Certify that Capt. Gardner Snows 50 of Wm. Snows 100 have sent the Bearer Bro David Lewis with an express to City of the Great Salt Lake and any assistance that the Bretheren on the road can render to him to forward him on his journey Will be thankfully reed by your humble Servants, and may the Lord bless you & him and all be blest together is our undeviating prayer in the name of Jesus Christ

GARDNER SNOW Capt JOSEPH YOUNG Prest. L[UCIUS]. NELSON]. SCOVIL Marshall

These dates are interesting since it appears the family was in Pottawattamic on November 4, 1850, when the census was done. They also appear in the 1850 Weber County, Utah Territory Census, which is undated:

Dwelling 141: David Lewis, age 19 (this squares with the 1931 birth date). Farmer, born in NY.

Married within the year to Mary Lewis, age 20, born in Scotland (Mary Gibson). Note that living in Dwelling 142 is David’s father, Lemuel Lewis, age 50, a soap maker, born in NY. Along with Lemuel is his second wife, Olive M. (Stow) Lewis, age 41. Born in Conn. (29 Apr 1809 in Hartland, Hartford County, Conn), and children from his previous marriage: Diana Lewis, age 17, female, born in NY; Lydia A. Lewis, age 14, born in Ohio; and Eleanor Lewis, age 11, born in Ohio. Davids's oldest sister, Abigail Celecta Lewis (b. 1823) had married Andrew Bockamn (Bokman) Williams in 1839 (IGI says SLC, but this is probably incorrect due to dates and places that children are born: First two children are born in NY (1840, 1842), third child is born in Pottawattarnie, IA, (1849) and the others are born in UT and ID(1854-1869). So Abigail and her husband Andrew are probably on their way to UT in 1850, although they do not appear in the Mormon Pioneer Overland travel database. David's other brother. Philip, born 2 Aug 1826 in NY, apparently died young. The 1850 census for Weber Territory also lists Jim Bridger, his partner Vasquez, and Porter Rockwell.

Between the 1850 and 1860 censuses, David married Mary Gibson Lewis's sister, Ellen Gibson, on 15 January, 1854 in Salt Lake City. He has children by both these wives. By 1960, he has 5 children with Mary (Weighta, David. Agnes, Phillip, and Mary) and has had three children with Ellen (Lemual, died at 6 months, John and Samson) Note: have checked census data for John and Samson and cannot identify them after 1860 census. What happened to them?

During 1850-1860, the birth locations of the children show that the family may have moved several times: David Lewis is born in 1953 in Kaysville, Davis County, Utah; Agnes is born in 1855 in Salt Lake City; and Phillip is born in 1957 in Kaysville. During this period they must have met the James Stapleton Lewis family, either in Sugar House or Coalville, Summit County, Utah, since Weighty's husband, John Alma Lewis (son of James Stapleton Lewis) reportedly remembered Mary Gibson Lewis, who died in 1863.

1860 Green River Territory UT Census: (this is now part of Sweetwater County, Wyoming) 
David Lewis, herder, age 30, born in NY

Mary Lewis, age 32, born in Scotland (his first wife, Mary Gibson) 
Ellen Lewis, age 30, born in Scotland (his second wife, Ellen Gibson) 
Weighta E. Lewis, age 9, born in Utah

David Lewis, age 6, born in Utah 
Agnes Lewis, age 5, born in Utah 
Phillip Lewis, age 3, born in Utah 
Mary Lewis, age 1, born in Utah (These are the children of Mary Gibson Lewis)
John Lewis, age 4, born in Utah - Ellen Gibson Lewis's child. He was born 15 April 1856 in Kaysville, Davis, UT.

Samson Lewis, age 1, born in Utah - Ellen Gibson's child? Cannot find him in IGI.

David and Ellen Gibson also had, according to IGI, another son: Lemuel Lewis, born 09 October, 1854 in Salt Lake City, Salt Lake County, UT. He died on 17 April 1855 in Salt Lake City and is buried in the Salt Lake City Cemetary, A-2-11.

The 1860 census lists David Lewis's personal estate at $150.00.

The last two children with Mary Gibson Lewis (Mary Lewis, b. 1859 and Olive Matilda Lewis (probably named after David Lewis's father’s (Lemuel Lewis's) second wife, Olive M. Stow) are listed as being born in 1859 and 1862 in Fort Bridger, Unita, WY, which is also on the Green River.

In 1860 Richard Burton took a stage trip to the west. In his book, The city of the saints,: and across the Rocky mountains to California, he says, referring to the station at Ham's Fork (which is at the confluence of Ham's Ford and Black Forks of Green River, and the last stop before Ft. Bridger):

"At midday we reached Ham’s Fork, the northwestern influent of Green River, and there we found a station.  The pleasant little stream is called by the Indians Turugempa, the “Blackfoot Water.” 

The station was kept by an Irishman and Scotsman "Dawvid Lewis." It was a disgrace. The squalor and filth were worse almost than the two - Cold Springs and Rock Creek, which we called our horrors, and which had always seemed to be the ne plus ultra of Western discomfort. The shanty was made of dry stone piled up against a dwarf cliff to save back wall and ignored doors and windows.  The flies – unequivocal sign of unclean living! – darkened the table and covered every thing put upon it; the furniture, which mainly consisted of the different parts of wagons, was broken, and all in disorder; the walls were impure, the floor filthy. The reason was at once apparent.  Two Irish-women, sisters, were married to Mr. Dawvid, and the house was full of “childer," the noisiest and most rampageous of their kind. I could hardly look upon the scene without disgust. The fair ones had the porcine Irish face – I need hardly tell the reader that there are three orders of physiognomy in that branch of the Keltic family, porcine, equine, and simian – the pig-faced, the horse-faced, and the monkey-faced. Describing one I describe both sisters; her nose was “pugged,” apparently by gnawing hard potatoes before that member had acquired firmness and consistency; her face was powdered with freckles; her hair, and indeed, her general costume, looked, to quote Mr. Dow’s sermon, as though she had been rammed through a bush fence into a world of wretchedness and woe. Her dress was unwashed and in tatters, and her feet were bare; she would not even take the trouble to make for herself moccasins.  Moreover, I could not but notice that, though the house contained two wives, it boasted only of one cubile, and had only one cubiculum. Such things would excite no surprise in London or Naples or even in many of the country parts of Europe; but here, where ground is worthless, where building material is abundant, and where a few hours of daily labor would have made the house look at least respectable, I could not but wonder at it. My first impulse was to attribute the evil, uncharitably enough, to Mormonism; to renew in fact the stock complaint of nineteen centuries standing:

“Foecunda culpae secula nuptias

Primum inquinavere, et genus et domus.”

[This age, full of vice, has first polluted marriage, then families, then homes:  from this source came the corruption of our land and our people." ASM ] 


A more extended acquaintance with the regions west of the Wasach taught me that the dirt and discomfort were the growth of the land. To give the poor devils their due, Dawvid was civil and intelligent, though a noted dawdler, as that rare phenomenon, a Scotch idler, generally is.  Moreover, his wives were not deficient in charity; several Indians came to the door, and none west away without a “bit” and a “sup.” 
Ham's Fork was sometimes called South Bend, or later Granger (the name of the city that it at its location). In Saddles and Spurs: the Pony Express, by Raymond and Mary L. Settle, they say that David Lewis, a Scottish Mormon, managed the station operations at Ham's Fork with his two wives and large family. (p. 136). It is 23 miles from Ft. Bridger.
In the 1860 census there are 25 households in the Green River County census. The post office is Ft. Bridger. David Lewis, in dwelling #2366 is the only David Lewis in this census. Lemuel Lewis is at dwelling #2375.

Ft. Bridger had been established in 1843, but was sold to the Mormons in 1854, and burned during the War of 1857. It had been transformed into a military outpost by 1858 and retained the name Ft. Bridger. It was used during the pony express period from April 1860 to October 1861, and was occupied by the army during the Indian raids of 1862.

By 1863 the Lewis family is living along the Bear River, near Bear City, about 11 miles southeast of Evanston, Wyoming. Mary Gibson Lewis died there at the age of 35, and was buried on a rocky hill overlooking the home site. Weighty, just twelve years old, would have become responsible for much of the care of her younger siblings: David (10 years old), Agnes (8 years old), Phillip (6 years old), Mary (4 years old), and Olive (1 year old). According to family history, her Aunt Diana (David Lewis's sister, present in the 1850 Weber Territory UT census and living in Lehi, Utah County, Utah with her family in 1860) may have helped. My mother said that when David Lewis, brought another wife (Eunice Wilbur?) home in 1866, Weighty decided to get married.

It is unclear what happens to Ellen Gibson and her children, John and Sampson, but by 1870 the remaining children of David Lewis and Mary Gibson Lewis were not living with their father, who himself does not appear in the UT census. I have checked the Utah, Wyoming, Nevada, Montana and Idaho censuses for Ellen Gibson Lewis and her children and cannot find them.

The only close match in the 1870 census for David is a David (middle initial either L or S) Lewis, age 40, in Cable City, Deer Lodge County, Montana Territory. He is a miner, was born in New York, and his parents were both born in the US. He is living with 4 other men (miners). Could this be our David?

In the Utah census for 1870, in Corrine, Box Elder County we find: Agnes Lewis, age 15, domestic servant, born in Utah, and she states that her parents were both foreign born (her mother was apparently born in Scotland, but David was born in New York, although we have seen him characterized as Welsh and Scottish). She is living in the David Sherwood household, and he is listed as a hotel keeper. I do not know of any link to this family. Agnes eventually marries Wesley Johnson in about 1876.

Olive M. Lewis, age 9, is living in the John I. Fink household. She also states that her parents were foreign born. I do know of any link to the Fink family. Olive eventually marries David Morgan, who was from Ft. Bridger, WY.

Corinne is about 6 miles west of Brigham City, Box Elder County, Utah, where the 1870 census shows Phillip Lewis (spelled Phillipps in the census), age 13, born in Utah, parents foreign born (he evidently thought the same as Agnes and Olive, his sisters), works in a carding mill, and is living in the Alanson Norton household. Phillip's sister, Weighty, married John Alma Lewis in January 1866. John Alma Lewis's brother, Issac Morley Lewis, was married in February of 1865 to Althea Marie Norton, whose father was Alanson Norton. Perhaps Weighty has secured the chance to Phillip to live with her sister-in-law's father. Weighty and her husband, John Alma Lewis, are also living in Brigham City in 1870. Weighty has had a baby named Mary Anna (perhaps after her sister Mary, who I cannot locate in the 1870 census, or else after her mother-in-law, Mary Swenson) and another daughter named Olive M. Lewis (after her sister or her grandfather’s second wife?). I know nothing about what happened to Phillip Lewis after the 1970 census.

I have also been unable to locate Eunice (Wilbur) Lewis in the 1870 census. If, as I have been told, David and Eunice married in 1866, and went on to have two children, Sarah E. in 1875 and Susan A. in 1878, they should logically be in the 1870 census.

By the time of the 1880 census, David Lewis has reappeared, and is now living in Idaho. He is not with Eunice Wilbur, who has either died or else they have been divorced. My mother, Thirza Shaw, said that she believed that David Lewis had been divorced at least once.

In 1880 David Lewis is in Cassia County, Idaho, where his daughter Weighty lived.
1880 District 13, Cassia County, Idaho Census:
David Lewis (he is actually listed as Davis Lewis), age 49, laborer. Born in NY. Father born in NY and mother born in Canada. He is listed as divorced (from whom?)
Sarah E. Lewis, daughter, age 5. Sarah would have been born about 1875, and has been presumed to be the daughter of Eunice. Mary Gibson Lewis had died in 1863, and Ellen Gibson Lewis, who is not listed in the Utah census of 1870 (neither is David), would have been approximately 45 in 1875, probably too old to be the mother. I am also unable to locate her in the 1870 census. Furthermore, the 1880 census says that the mother of the five-year-old Sarah had been born in Utah, while we know that Ellen was born in Scotland.
Susan A. Lewis, daughter, age 2, born in Utah, mother also born in Utah. By the same logic, Eunice Wilber would also be the mother of this child.

In looking for these two daughters, I found in the IGI mention of a Sarah Eunice Lewis, born in 1875 in Utah. Her parents are given as Davis Lewis (which is the name given for David Lewis in the Cassia County, Idaho 1880 Census) and the mother is listed as Cathern B. This Sarah Eunice Lewis marries William Miller on October 6, 1890, in Cassia County, Idaho, and dies on 30 November 1964. The person who submitted this information was Ronald Goodman, 6836 Sierra Drive S.E., Olympia, Washington 98503. There is also a Susan Augusta Lewis, listed as being born is 1879 in Utah. She marries Joseph Warren Goodman on June 4, 1892 (she would have been 13 or 14 at the time of her marriage?) in Blaine, ID, and dies on 23 Aug, 1938 in Yakima, Washington. She has two children: Grace V. Goodman (b. 1894, d. 1900) and Amos Luallen Goodman (b. 10 Nov. 1899 in Baker, OR and d. 23 Dec. 1980). This information is submitted by the same Ronald Goodman. Is it possible that Eunice has died or been divorced, and that David has married a fourth wife - Cathern B?

Additionally, a family tree at Rootsweb.com, submitted as Goodman/meadows; (contact: Christina Goodman), lists these same children as from the marriage of Davis Lewis (born 1831 in NY, from 1880 Cassia County, Idaho census). He is listed as divorced, before the 1880 census, from Catherine Barbara Duncan. She is apparently also known as Sarah or Barbara Catherine. She had the two daughters with David Lewis: Sarah Eunice and Susan Augusta. She subsequently married William M. Goodman, who was born in 1853 in Illinois, on 21st February, 1880 in Elko, Nevada (from Western States Marriage Records). William Goodman was the son of George Washington Goodman and Cynthia Ann Gilbert, who had come West in about 1862, and settled in Umatilla, Umatilla County, Oregon. Catherine Barbara Duncan and William Goodman married in about 1879/80, and had a daughter, Pearl Thomas Goodman, born November 22, 1880 in Idaho. Catherine Barbara Duncan (Lewis, Goodman) died in May of 1882 in Burley, Idaho. According to this information, Sarah Eunice Lewis, daughter of David Lewis and Catherine Barbara Duncan, married Oliver Llewellyn Scovel (born in 1856 in Oregon) in about 1897. They had two children: Nellie Scovel, Sam Llewellyn Scovel (born 1902 in Twin Falls, Idaho). She also married a Mr. Sager, and had a child, Richard Sager. She also married a Mr. Jennings, and had two children: Frank Jennings and Betty Jennings. She died on November 30, 1964 in San Francisco, California. (This information differs on the husbands, but agrees on death date to above paragraph.) David and Catherine Barbara's other daughter, Susan Augusta was married to Joseph Warren Goodman, who was born on September 1, 1854 in Coles, Illinois. They married on June 4, 1892 in Blaine. Idaho (same as in above paragraph). Joseph Warren Goodman is a brother to her mother's second husband. Susan Augusta Lewis and Joseph Goodman have four children: Grace V, Goodman (born November 1894 in Idaho); George David Goodman (born 1 Jan, 1897 in Nampa, Canyon County, Idaho); Amos Luallen Goodman (born 10 November, 1899 in Baker City, Baker County, Oregon); and Mabel Goodman. The marriage with Joseph Goodman ended in divorce. Susan Augusta Lewis also married Melvin Clark. Susan Augusta Lewis died on 29 July, 1958 in Everett, Snohomish County, Washington.

There is also a family tree from gedr6024 (owned by Joe M. Arroquin), which lists a Sarah Eunice Wilbor, born November 14, 1959 at American Fork Canyon, Utah. She died on February 18, 1882, location unknown. She was the daughter of Stephen King Wilbur and Susan Augusta Byington (note that the daughter of David was named Susan Augusta Lewis). She is listed as being married to Dave Lewis. Note that by 1882 David Lewis is living in Idaho.

In trying to trace this Wilbor (Wilber, Wilbur spelling variations) family, I found the following in census records and in familysearch.org: Stephen King Wilbur was born in Providence, Rhode Island on July 2, 1832, son of Melvin Wilbur and Eunice Dennis. He is living with his family in Pottawattamie, Iowa in 1846/9. He marries Susan Augusta Byington (note the names of David Lewis's daughters: Sarah Eunice and Susan Augusta) on August 20, 1854, in Salt Lake City, Salt Lake, Utah. 
In the 1860 census of Lake City, Utah County, Utah, (post office American Fork) Stepn K. Wilber is listed as 28 years old, a farmer with $100 personal estate, being born in Rhode Island. His wife is listed as Susan A. (S? writing unclear) is 20 years old, and was born in Illinois (Exeter, Scott County, Illinois, daughter of Hiram Norton Byington and Sarah Hokins or Hawkins). They have two children: Stepn E., 4 years old, born in Utah and attending school), and Sarah E., 8 months old, born in Utah. On the same census page is a Josh Biangton, aged 31 and his family, born in Ohio. Is he related to Susan Byington Wilbur? 

By the 1870 census, the Wilbor family is in Box Elder Precinct, Box Elder County, Utah (census in July 1870). Stepehen Wilbor is 38 years old, a farm laborer, with $250 personal estate, born in Rhode Island. His wife, Susan, is listed as 29 years old, keeping house and born in Illinois. Stephen is now 13, and Sarah is 11 years old. Additional children have been born: Hannah, 6 years old; Melvin, 4 years old, Rufus L., 2 years old, all born in Utah. 
By the 1880 census, the family is in Oxford, Oneida County, Idaho (census 19 June 1880). S.K. Wilbur is listed as 45 (3 year difference in age from the last census), a laborer. In this census he gives his birth place, and his parents' birthplace as England. Susan A., his wife, is 39, keeping house. She is born in Illinois, as is her mother. Her father's birthplace is listed as unknown. Sarah E. is no longer living with the family. The children listed are: Elliott (O? A?) is 23 years old, occupation given as "at home," born in Utah, widowed/divorced This is probably the son listed in the previous census as Stephen (whose middle name was apparently Elliot). Hannah M, 16 years, at home, born in Utah, cannot write. Melvin E., 13 years old, at home; born in Utah, cannot write. Rufus L., 11 years old, at home, born in Utah, cannot write. Wade (middle initial is either C or E), 9 years old, born in Utah. Leeve, 7 years old, born in Utah. Dennis, 6 years old, born in Utah. Susannah, 3 years old, born in Utah. June, 1 year old. 
Sena C. is his plural wife (given in IGI as Cynthia Peel, born in Denmark, died in Smoot, Wyoming, previously married (c. 1857) to Jens Iverson), 34 years old, born in Illinois (different from IGI), parents born in England. Her children are Lucy J, 15 years, born in Utah. Sobelia, 12 years old daughter, born in Utha, Royal (?) O., son, born in Utah. Phoebe A., 1 year old daughter, born in Utah. 
If Stephen Wilbur married Cynthia (Sena C.) on 7 October, 1860, as given in the IGI, she should be in the Utah census of 1870, but I cannot find her. I have searched the 1860 and 1870 census for her under various spellings, maiden name, etc. and cannot find her until this 1880 census. There is a Jens Iverson in the 1870 census in Corinne, Box Elder County, Utah, with his wife Anna and daughter. But he is listed as being 25 in 1880, which means that in 1857, the marriage date for Jens Iverson and Cynthia Peel, he would have been 13. 
By the 1900 census, Stephen Wilbur, listed as Stephenston Wilber, is living with his wife, Sina, in Star Valley, Uinta, Wyoming. He is listed as 67 years old (born July, 1832), born in Rhode Island (changed back from 1880 census), day laborer. They have been married for 39 years (which would put the marriage as circa 1861), Sina is listed as 57 years, born in Denmark in April 1843. Susan Augusta Byington Wilber, his first wife, is living with her son Rufus L. Wilbur (32 yo) and his wife in Ruby, Fremont County, Idaho. She is 59 years old. According to the IGI, Stephen King Wilbur dies on November 2, 1905 in Smoot, Uintah County, Wyoming. Susan August Byington dies on September 27, 1919 in Ririe, Jefferson County, Idaho.

The IGI gives Sarah Eunice Wilbur as being born on November 14, 1959 (same as family tree above). This would mean she would have been only 7 years old at the time that the family story has a Eunice Wilbur marrying David Lewis in 1866. Note that this Sarah Eunice is living with her parents in Box Elder County in 1870, and is 11 years old. We do not have a marriage date for David Lewis and Eunice Wilbur, but they are said to have had their first daughter in 1875. If this is the correct Sarah Eunice Wilbur, she would have been 16 at that time. The IGI file has a death date for Sarah Eunice Wilbur as February 18, 1882, place unknown.

It is interesting that, according to the IGI file, this Stephen King Wilbur and Sarah Augusta Byington have additional children, including a daughter Waty Selecte Wilbur, born on February 23, 1871 in Calls Fort, Box Elder, Utah. This is a very unusual name (I have searched all spelling variations that I have ever seen in the Utah/ldaho/Wyoming censuses, and never seen anyone besides our Weighty Celecta Lewis). We know that Weighty Celecta Lewis and her family are living in Box Elder County, Utah in 1870. Did the families know each other? Since this child does not appear in the 1880 census, we presume that she must have died before 1880. But, there are discrepancies between the IGI information and the census data. In the 1880 census there is a son named as Wade (middle initial either C or E), 9 years old. This would probably be the child that is given as a daughter Waty Selecte in the IGI. There is also a child in the IGI given as Ruth Dennis Wilbur, but there is a son, Dennis, on the 1880 census. There is also a daughter on the IGI, Jane Dutcher Wilbur, born in 1877, died in 1883. who is not on the 1880 census. (Children of Stephen King Wilbur and Sarah Augusta Byington from IGI are:

1. Hyrum Melvin Wilbur, b and died October 6, 1855, in Salt Lake City, Utah.
2. Stephen Elliot Wilbur, born October 19, 1856 in Salt Lake City, died September 16, 1684 in Lawrence, Douglas, Kansas.

3. Sarah Eunice Wilbur, born November 14, 1859 in American Fork, Utah County, Utah, died 18 February, 1882, place unknown.

4. Cynthia Alice Wilbur, born September 3, 1861 in Salt Lake City, died November 8, 1863, place unknown.

5. Hannah Melvina Wilbur, born October 5, 1861 (note child number 4 birth date?) in Salt Lake City, died October 21, 1895 in Etna, Siskayou County, California.

6. Elisha Melvin Wilbur, barn August 19, 1866 in Eden, Weber County, Utah, died November 1, 1957 in Nampa, Canyon County, Idaho.

7. Rufus Leroy Wilbur, born October 10, 1868 in Eden, Weber County, Utah, died July 22, 1913, place unknown.

8. Waty Selecte Wilbur, born February 23, 1871 in Calls Ford, Box Elder, Utah, death date and place unknown.

9. David Levi Wilbur, born May 23, 1873 in Eden, Weber County, Utah, died January 9, 1884, place unknown.

10. Ruth Dennis Wilbur, born June 23, 1875 in Eden, Weber County, Utah, died October 19, 1959 in Menan, Idaho.

11. Jane Dutcher Wilbur, born April 5, 1877 in Red Rock, Onnieda (now Bannock), Idaho, died January 11, 1883, place unknown.

12. Susannah Wilbur, born February 4, 1879 in Downey, Oneida, Idaho, died August 1, 1974 in Hermosa Beach, Los Angeles County, California.

13. Wealtha Permila Wilbur, born November 26, 1880 in Downey, Oneida Counny, Idaho, died January 12, 1919 in Ririe, Jefferson County, Idaho.

Stephen King Wilbur also has children with plural wife Sina Cynthia Peel: Susan Sabelia, Lucy Eliza Jane, Phebe Augusta, Stephen Frances, Cynthia Chestina, Willard King, Royal O., Amous Elliott, Semor Omer, Harriet Jacobina, and William Oliver. Children are born in Weber County, Utah, Salt Lake City, and Marsh Valley, Oneida, Idaho.

In 1893 David Lewis is still apparently living in Idaho, since a Shoshone newspaper in 1893 mentions that David Lewis had installed a water wheel on the Snake River. In the article, David is described as stocky, square-built, sandy-haired and a colorful character.

By 1900, David Lewis has moved again. He has left Albion, Cassia County, Idaho, and is in Toano, Elko County, Nevada.

1900 Toano, Elko County, Nevada Census:
David Lewis, boarder, born May of 1820 in NY, age 80. He states that his father was born in New York, and his mother was born in Canada (French), boarding with Johnson family. Note the discrepancy with his birthdate: he has moved his birthdate back from 1831 to approximately 1820, and he maintains this 1820ish birthdate for all further censuses. It is also unlikely that his mother was French Canadian if we look at her maiden name: Stanton. David is living with his daughter, Agnes, and her husband, Wesley Johnson. Welsey is 59 years old, and Agnes (spelled Agneus) is 44 years old. Also living with them are: Fred (26), Wesley (24), Effie (20), Marion (19), Sheridan (13), Alfredia (8), Benjamin (25), Claude Tureman (25), and Mary A. Barnet (5). The couple has been married for 27 years, and have had eight children, seven of whom are living. Wesley and his parents were born in Delaware, and Agnes's father (David) was born in New York, and her mother was born in Scotland. Wesley is a farmer and literate. All the children are born in Nevada. David Lewis's occupation is listed as farm laborer.


The daughters listed in the 1880 census, Sarah E. and Susan A. are not with him, but we can assume that since 10 years has passed, there is a good chance that they have married If the Sarah Eurnice Lewis and Susan Augusta Lewis listed above are the correct children, then they did marry in 1890 and 1892.

On September 19, 1908, David Lewis was interviewed by the SLC newspaper. He says that he is about 90 years old. Note that even with the change in his birthdate reported in the census of 1900, he has since added about two more years to his age. This would make his birth date 1818. His parents, Lemuel Lewis and Weighty Stanton's oldest child was apparently Abigail Celecta Lewis, who was born in 1823 in Vermont, but we are unsure of a marriage date. David's mother, Weighty Stanton Lewis was born in 1807, so she would be been only 13 by 1820, and certainly would have been unlikely to have a child by 1818, when she was 11 years old.

In the article, David says that in 1836 (by 1837 Lemuel and Weighty are in Ohio) Joseph Smith asked him to go to the Great Basin to look up and record the size o£ springs, areas of habitable valleys, locations of mountain streams, passes and so on. By his dates, he would have been 18 years old. He said that he was baptized into the Mormon church when it was only a little over a month old. (See the information under Lemuel Lewis on the baptism of this family).

David says that he met Jim Bridger in the American Fur Companies headquarters in St. Joe, Missouri to seek employment. The American Fur Company had been started by John Jacob Astor in 1808. He was hired by Bridger for $50 a month, mountain pay, a gun, ammunition, coffee and sugar and told that he could shoot his own meat or starve. He went from St. Joe to where Omaha is now, close to where Winter Quarters was afterwards located. He was attacked by Sioux. He crossed the Big Sioux River, where he was again attacked. He went up to the Yellowstone, following the river into the mountains. He left the river and took a trail over the mountains, where he went 3 days without water. They then went into geyser country. They went into Montana, where they traded with Shoshones, helping them in their fight against the Sioux. In late summer, they reached the spot where Fort Bridger is now located, where they built a shelter with two rooms. They left some people there, and the rest of the party, including David Lewis, went on to the Great Basin to trap through the fall. They came through Echo Canyon, the same as the later pioneers, except that they came over Git Mountain and took a steeper ascent. They came over Little Mountain, and through Emigration Canyon, where they had to cut their way through. He noted the large number of beaver. David Lewis says that the Weber River is named after Duff Weber, who was with Bridger earlier in the area. He says that he knew Peter Skeem Ogden (a trapper with sympathies for the British). Ft. Hall was the British headquarters at that time. Ogden was a dark haired, dark eyed man of medium build. He says that the Smith's Ford of Bear River was named not far Jedidiah Smith, but for a trapper named Peg Leg Smith, whose real name was Tom Smith. In the interview he further states that his great great grandfather came over on the Mayflower (which judging by the dates is quite unlikely). It is apparent, from what we know about David Smith's birth dates and the information on his family traveling to Utah, as well as the census data, that much of this is fanciful on David's part. If he was maintaining this fiction, this would account for why he had made his birth date so much earlier. A copy of this article is attached.

By the 1910 census, David Lewis had married yet again. 
1910 Salt Lake City, Ward 2. Salt Lake County, Utah Census:

Dwelling 97
David Lewis, head, age 92, born in New York, father born in New York, mother born in Canada. Occupation is listed as: Ind Income (independent income?).

Sarah Lewis; wife, age 37, number of years of present marriage = 0.
Sarah is the mother of four children, 4 of whom are living. She was born in Switzerland and her parents were born in Switzerland.

Myrtle E. Ashliman, age 10; step-daughter, born in Utah. 
Ruby E. Ashliman, age 7, step-daughter, born in Utah. 
Hazel Ashliman, age 5, step-daughter, born in Utah. 
Where is the fourth child?

This Sarah Lewis is Sarah Lena Burkhardt, born 5 September 1872 in Berne, Berne, Switzerland. She was married to Gottfried Aeschlimann, who was born in 1871 in Switzerland, and died in 1905 in Salt Lake City, Utah. Sarah Lena Burkhardt Lewis died 19 October 1964 in Lake Port, Lake County, California.

Myrtle Ellen Ashliman, was born 12 April 1900 in Randolf, Rich County, Utah, and died 2 June 1990 in Bountiful, Davis County, Utah. She married Francis Carl Nelson, and had children, some of whom are apparently still living. She and her family are in the 1920 Salt Lake City, Utah census. One submitter of information was Don L. Scarlet, 2864 Hermosa Way, Salt Lake City, Utah.


Ruby E. Ashliman was born in Salt Lake City on 5 Sept 1902. She died on 25 April 1953, in Malad, Oneida County, Idaho, and was married to George Arthur Chatburn on 7 June 1921 in Albion, ID. He died 15 March 1922 in Burley, Cassia County, and she subsequently married Hyrum John Jones in 1925 in Ogden, Weber County, UT.

Hazel Ashliman was born on 14 November, 1905. She married Fred Froderson, and died on 7 May 1993, in Lake Port, Lake County, California, where her mother also died.

According to information on the IGI, Sarah Lena Burkhardt and Gottfried Aeschlimann had to other children: 
Irvin Willard Aeschlimann, who was born on January 1, 1899 in Laketown, Rich County, Utah, and died on October 1, 1908. 
Cora Lena Aeschliman, who was born November 14, 1897 in Bear Lake, Rich County, Utah, and who died December 9, 1991 in Lake Port, Lake County, California, where her mother also died. Cora should have been in the 1910 census.

There is no marriage documentation on IGI for Sarah and David Lewis. Information in familysearch.org submitted by Evin George Burkhardt, c/o ForGenerations Geneaological Services SLC, UT 84047 (www.forgenerations.com).

We do not know what became of Sarah Lena Burkhardt Aeschlimann Lewis, although we must presume that she and David divorced/separated since she did not die until 1964, but was not living with him at the time of the 1920 census.

1920 Albion, Cassia County, Idaho Census: Dwelling 28

Weighty, head, age 70, widow. Born in Utah. Her father (David Lewis), born in NY. Mother (Mary Gibson) born in Scotland. Weighty's husband, (John Alma Lewis) had died in September of 1919.

David Lewis, father, age 103 (probably he was actually 90). Born in NY.  His father born in NY and his mother in Canada.

Hasle Ashland (This is Sarah Lena Burkardt Aeschlimann's daughter). Step-daughter, 15, born in Utah. Parents born in Sweden (?)
Hazel's sister, Ruby, is in the same census, living with Margaret Chatburn, 66 years old, widow, and James Chatburn, her son, 47 years old.  Ruby is listed as a servant. Her name is spelled Ruby Ashliman. She states that her father was born in Denmark and her mother’s birthplace is unknown.  We do know that Ruby marries George Arthur Chatburn in 1921 in Albion. In the 1920 Cassia County census, George Chatburn is listed as living alone, and is 35 years old
David Lewis dies in September of 1920. After his death, perhaps Hazel lived with her sister Ruby. Ruby's husband, George, dies in 1922. Perhaps, after his death, they both left Albion.

What would have happened that Sarah would have left her daughters with David? And where is Cora? Is it possible that Sarah Lena Burkhardt Aeschlimann went to Albion with David, and then left? My mother, who was born in 1908, remembered nothing about an additional wife.   

